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The Coming 


By Thomas Curtis Clark 
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Christian Home for Children, Denver. Beautiful but Inadequate. 


No Room, No Room, No Room! 


\ million dollars invested permanently and a quarter of a million given annually is the growth of organ- 
ized mercy among the Disciples of Christ in thirty-two years. We began with nothing in 1886—not an orphan- 
age, not a hospital, not a home for the aged. 


This wonderful record has been made by the heroic devotion of such a small part of this brotherhood 
that the additional and immediate necessities should be met promptly by general co-operation. 


The six Children’s Homes, five Homes for the Aged and two Hospitals are all overcrowded and contin- 
ually turning away those whom the Church of Christ cannot afford to neglect. At the same time war prices 
have so increased the cost of maintaining this constant family of over 600 that income, as well as equip- 
ment, must be enlarged immediately. 


In the last twelve months more than fifty applications of the aged have been refused on the ground of 
no room. They are our brethren in Christ. They are past seventy years of age. They have sat with us at 
the supper of our Lord. They have mingled their voices with ours in song and prayer to His praise. They 
are old now. They are homeless. They are penniless. They appeal to us for food and raiment and 
shelter and for love in their declining days. And what is our answer? No room! No room! 


The Southern Home, at Atlanta, must have a new building of its own at the earliest possible moment. 
They have waited long and patiently. By their fine spirit and the truly remarkable work they have done, 
they merit all we can give them with which to care for the orphans of the South. $35,000 of the Men and Mil- 
lions Movement fund will provide this building. 


The Home at Cleveland is living in hopes of a new building. They have a beautiful location. They 
have a great opportunity. They are ready to give generously themselves. Their work both merits and de- 
mands adequate housing. $50,000 from the Men and Millions Movement is for this purpose. 


$100.00 will sustain a child for a year under normal conditions, and will constitute the donor a Life Line. 
$125.00 will sustain a child for twelve months under war conditions. 


Why can’t you do this? 


MEN AND MILLIONS MOVEMENT 
222 West 4th Street Cincinnati, Ohio 
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Two or Three and Jesus 


Prayer 


Infinite Father, how good and how blessed it is to come 
from the hurry and jar of our busy lives into the peace of The 
Temple, to be refreshed and uplifted by visitings of Thy 
Spirit. Not one of this silent company but thanks Thee in his 
heart for such a moment of vision amid the things of every 
day, which shows us the spirituality of our lot. With eager 
hearts we welcome every sweet invasion of the Unseen which 
makes the earth a place of awful beauty; every door opened, 
if only for a brief time, permitting us to see the hills whence 
cometh our strength. Therefore we praise Thee for this hour 
of quiet which brings us together in the fellowship of need 
and aspiration, which helps us to a sense of eternal reality to 

hich we do not attain while sitting apart or walking alone. 
nite us as one soul in that faith which is the evidence of 
things not seen, that our hearts may throb with a kindred 
passion, and grant us to feel, in the mystic stirring of our 
common life, the breath of Thy presence. 

Yet do we thank Thee for the noisy, crowded world in 
which we are placed, with its blending of light and shadow, 
its endless movement and vicissitude, and the labor and dif- 
ficulty with which our days are full. Forbid that we should 
miss, through fretful complaining, futile foreboding, or sinful 
indulgence, the daily discipline needed for our culture in the 
life of faith. Only let us not be overcome by the tyranny of 
things, but rather overcome them by an ever-increasing sense 
of Thy reality and nearness; and to that end we have met in 
Thy temple that we may live more nobly in Thy world. Re- 
new us by Thy spirit in the inner man, that He whom we 
seek may dwell in our hearts; that we, being rooted and 
zrounded in His truth, may reveal Him to those who are walk- 
ing dim paths and staggering under heavy burdens. Bind us 
to Thyself with that bond which is freedom, and to one an- 
other in sincere love, that in all our manifold doings we may 
do one thing, even the highest, while engaged in the labors 
of our daily lot and duty. 

Lord, it is written that where two or three meet in Thy 
name, Another will join their fellowship, interpreting the 
truth, and breaking the bread of life at eventide. Together 
we offer our prayer, together we confess our sin, together we 
life up hearts of faith and hope and need. Remember in Thy 
mercy any who are bowed low with sorrow, and give them 
Thy comfort; any who are left to walk alone, and grant them 
Thy companionship. If we can do nothing but offer a prayer 
for them, make it mighty in interceding faith for their help 


and healing—that in their weakness they may learn strength, 
and in their darkness there may be light. Teach us how to 
live, how to love, how to hope, how to labor and pray in the 
faith and spirit of Him in whom we know Thee as our Father 
and our Redeemer; in His name, Amen. 


Sermon 


URELY no promise in the Bible is more precious 

than that contained in that text where Jesus says, 

“Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them,” and none has been 
more often fulfilled. How many memories it brings back 
to me from across the years! Out on the prairies of the 
Far West there were not many of us when the neighbor- 
hood assembled, as its custom was, for the weekly service 
of prayer. Some of them had to ride for miles to be 
present, but they seldom failed. Then some old saint 
would offer prayer, in which he rarely forgot to give 
thanks for the promise of the Master that where two or 
three were gathered together in his name there he would 
be in their midst. And that promise was fulfilled, as we 
all felt when we turned our steps homeward refreshed and 
exalted, having learned once more that “in fellowship 
religion has its founts.” 

Forgive me for recalling another memory which clings 
to this text. In the front yard of our home there stood a 
great old tree, under which some who are fallen asleep 
were wont to sit on Sabbath afternoons and talk of the 
things of the soul. Nearly always they had their Bibles 
open in their laps, and sometimes they would argue a point 
of doctrine. More often, however, their talk was of the 
inner life and its revealings and the things they had learned 
in the school of Christ. Some of their interpretations of 
Scripture texts, especially of the Parables and Prophecies, 
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were no doubt fantastic. As examples of exegesis they 
would hardly pass muster among scholars, but as over- 
flowings of the poetry of faith they had a rich beauty. 
How good it was for a lad to listen to that talk under the 
old tree, and today he is willing to forgive all errors of 
that humble exegesis in gratitude for a home of faith— 
as he forgives all the allegories of the Fathers of the 
Church. It recalls a page in “ “Grace Abounding,” in 
which Bunyan tells of a day he could never forget: 


“Upon a day the good providence of God called me to Bed- 
ford to work at my calling, and in one of the streets of that 
town I came where there were three or four poor women 
sitting at a door in the sun, talking about the things of God. 
Being now willing to hear their discourse, I drew near to 
hear what they said, for I was now a brisk talker in matters 
of religion. But they were far beyond me. Theiz talk was 
about a new birth, the work of God in their hearts. They 
talked how God had visited their souls with his love in the 
Lord Jesus, and with what words and promises they were 
refreshed, comforted, and supported. And methought they 
spake with such pleasantness of Scripture language, and with 
such an appearance of grace in all they said, that they were 
to me as if they had found a new world—as if they were people 
who dwelt alone.” 


How beautiful, yet how far away it all seems—almost 
as remote as my mother and her friends under the old 
tree five thousand miles away. Why do we not have such 
talk in our day? Why are we so reticent, so uncommuni- 
cative, so shy in respect of the inner life of faith? Is it 
because we have nothing to talk about, because we have no 
“dealing” in these matters, as Silas Marner would say? 
Or is it due to an unsettlement of faith which makes us 
less certain, and therefore less talkative, than our fathers 
were? True, the art of conversation has suffered sad 
decline since Johnson, Burke and Boswell held high dis- 
course in London town. Is that the reason for our dumb- 
ness? Perhaps, in part; but on other subjects we find our 
tongues and use them with some skill. Whatever the rea- 
son may be, some of us miss such talk as that under the 
old tree whose leaves still rustle in my memory. Indeed, 
the religious loneliness of our time is appalling. Never 
were human bodies so jostled in street and mart; never 
were human souls so strangely alone. 


* «F 


At first thought the idea of comradeship in the life of 
the spirit may seem like a contradiction. That life is so 
inward, so individual, so separate, so shut within the 
privacy of the soul, that we shrink from trying to share it. 
Even St. Bernard was wont to advise everyone to have 
these words written in large letters over his room: “My 
Secret To Mysetr.” Yet no one ever poured out the riches 
of his inner life in a more prodigal profusion than did St. 
ternard, in whose sermons on the love of God we may 
read one of the highest romances in the history of faith. 
While each one may have his unspoken secret, it is also 
true that no one knows the ways of the Spirit in his own 
soul who knows only his own soul. The highest fruits of 
the life of the spirit ripen in fellowship, and he misses this 
fruition who keeps his experience in separateness from 
his fellows. Lack of tact, to be sure, is fatal in any field. 
Men resent any effort to intrude upon the privacy of the 
soul. “The soul of our brother is a dark forest,” says a 
Russian proverb, and we must respect its veiled and 
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shadowy mystery. Still, there is no excuse for our strange 
shyness in speaking of the truths that make us men. 

Surely, as between utter aloofness and an intrusive 
familiarity, we can find a happy mean of gracious, genial, 
spiritual fellowship; frank, open, and forthright in our 
talk of the things of faith. Imagine a company of friends 
assembled in a spirit befitting such an adventure, each one 
telling what he actually believes, not what he thinks he 
ought to believe, or is expected to believe. The result 
would be startling at first, but it would make for mutual 
understanding and regard. Why cannot groups of kindred 
souls gather, no one trying to convert another, none taking - 
toward the others any superior attitude, and talk of what 
is in their hearts, like my dear old friends under the tree? 
We do this in other concerns, why not do it in the name 
of the highest interests of life? My point, as you will see, 
is far-reaching in its possibilities, the while it points to a 
grave defect in our modern religious life. In our im- 
patience to be doing everything at once and by wholesale, 
we have forgotten a very important factor in the progress 
of faith and the teaching of truth. 


First the man, then the group, then the multitude— 
that is the order of advance, whether the truth to be taught 
be one of art, of politics, or of religion. Take such a group 
as gathered at Alfoxden, when William and Dorothy 
Wordsworth lived in daily fellowship with Coleridge. 
Who can doubt that where those two or three were 
gathered in happy comradeship the spirit of poetry was 
present in power? No one can read the Journal of Dorothy 
and doubt that she had a part, and no small part, in the 
Lyrical Ballads. Not only are two heads better than one; 
they are better than two. Out of their union there comes, 
somehow, a something larger and wiser and deeper than 
either of them possesses alone. 

That little band of Pre-Raphaelite artists in England, 
led by Rossetti and Ruskin, were wont to meet often to 
admire, criticize, and help each other. After a time the 
public began to see something common in their work, a 
new kind of beauty. When attacked, they stood together, 
and left an unfading mark on English art. Darwin, Hux- 
ley, and a few friends wrought out the idea of evolution in 
science, and then fought it out in the forum; as Socrates, 
long before, gave his thought to a band of young Greeks, 
and through them to the world. In my own country Emer- 
son, Lowell, Holmes, and their cluster of friends were 
called “a mutual admiration society,” because they knew 
the uses and value of the group. 

Always it is so. If a man has a vision of truth he 
draws a few kindred spirits into the circle of its radiance, 
and they test his insight while sharing it. They supplement 
his limitations, and in that way he discovers the meaning 
of his own discovery. 


Intimate fellowship is needed if men are to think 
things through, and intimate fellowship is limited. High 
truth cannot be mastered except by those bound together 
by a bond too close to admit the many. Within that circle, 
with all the give and take of friends, there need be no 
reserve, no fear of misunderstanding, no dread of extrava- 
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gance. There a man may paint with a bold brush and be 
understood; he may use the language of exaggeration 
which is often the best exegesis of thought; he is not 
bound to go back at every turn to first principles—they are 
assumed. At last, after a truth has been thought out and 
tested, there comes a time when they are ready to publish 
it to the world, and, if need be, to fight for it. Always it 
is first a man of vision, then a group made ready for serv- 
ice, and then the heroic journey in spreading the truth. 

Of course, you have outrun me to my real point, but 
it must be emphasized none the less. About the Hebrew 
prophets there gathered little bands of men “who feared 
God and spake often one to another,” and they kept the 
light aglow in dark times. Only a little band followed 
Jesus up and down the stony paths of Judea, and after 
his death waited to be endued with power from on high— 
yet what wonders they wrought! Elect young spirits, 
drawn together by the faith and genius of St. Paul, took 
up his work and carried it on when his head fell from the 
block. All down the ages it has been so, from St. Paul to 
St. Francis and his shining company, “fragrant with a 
wondrous aspect.” Recall the five students gathered about 
Wesley in behalf of a method of spiritual culture, and 
who came to be known as Methodists. Think of the group 
in the common room at Oriel about the shy and winsome 
figure of Newman—how they put new life into a decaying 
Church and helped to stem the tide of crass materialism. 
They were centers of light, those groups of thinking, pray- 
ing, seeking men adown the years, and their fellowship 
liberated influences to which we can set no limit. 


Two or three and Jesus—that has been the secret of 
power since the Church began her morning march in the 
world, and so it must be today. Indeed, these thoughts 
were brought to mind by a visit to an old shrine of the 
freedom of faith, the Pilgrim Church, in Southwark. 
There, in 1616, as often before, a little shattered band ob- 
served a day of fasting and prayer, asking for light and 
leading. Towards the close of the solemnity each renewed 
his confession of faith in Christ, and then, standing to- 
gether, they joined hands and covenanted with God and 
one another to walk in his ways as he had already revealed, 
or should further make them know. And so, amid desola- 
tions caused by fire, plague and persecution, the Church 
stood, holding a principle which, if it was ever true, is true 
forever. Strong in their weakness, fortified by prayer, 
they could not be subdued. What better can we do in this 
dark day when the world is shaken with strife and “the 
sons before their fathers die,” than to join hands and hearts 
in a new covenant of love, loyalty and prayer! Today, if 
we gather in his name, the Christ who led the Pilgrim 
Fathers will lead their sons into a new day of faith. 

Many have come to feel that the crisis of today is so 
dire that it can only be met by a divinely awakened re- 
ligious life, similar to the great movements of the past, 
whereby again and again abuses were swept away and the 
Church renewed. Not a few think that such an awaken- 
ing is imminent, and that one of its features will be that 
great social ideals will be realized under religious influ- 
ences, bringing a better social order and a deeper life of 
faith. 
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One thing is clear: if there is to be such an awaken- 
ing, it will be felt first by those who are waiting for it, pray- 
ing for it, and are ready to receive it. Therefore, if we 
would win from this war the victory we most need, we 
must seek aid beyond the power of man to give. Like 
the pilgrims on the way to Emmaus, we walk a twilight 
path, reasoning together, disappointed and sad. The things 
that have happened fill us with dismay, and we need an 
Interpreter. Luther used to apply this text to interpreters 
and translators of the Bible, who, he said, should not work 
alone, like St. Jerome, but in company. Even so must we 
work and pray and wait in company if we would interpret 
the teaching of events. Many dark problems lie ahead of 
us demanding to be solved. Many points of view will be 
needed, many true hearts, but most of all the calm, sure 
vision that comes of fellowship with One who sees it all 
with other and clearer eyes than ours. 

For all these reasons we need to recover the idea and 
uses of the group; especially does the Church need to do 
so. What can be done by mass meetings will continue to 
be done; but we need the quiet, praying, seeking group, 
where a few meet together. Men go to a great assembly, 
not to discover truth, but to proclaim it. For the sake of 
the multitude we must leave it for a time and seek the 
power that comes of closer, more intimate fellowship. In 
every church there are a few who have the true spirit. 
Let these kindred souls find each other, form groups to 
think things through, to pray things through, in his name, 
and the promise will be fulfilled. Oh, it is blessedly true 
that where two or three gather in his name, in his spirit, 
the living Christ is there as truly as when he walked with 
men in days of old. 

Faith hath still its Olivet, 
And love its Galilee. 
Joserpn Fort NewrTon. 





Not Far Apart 


R. F. D. KERSHNER writes a neat little article 
M on baptism in a recent issue of the “Christian 

Standard,” which for good spirit, conciseness 
and significance ought to be called to general attention. 
Several years ago Mr. Kershner took us immersionists 
to task for our contention that the Greek word baptizo 
should be translated in the New Testament by “im- 
merse.” Against our traditional criticism he defended 
the King James translators for transliterating instead 
of translating this word, on the ground that to translate 
it by “immerse” would vitiate the New Testament 
meaning. He strongly contended that baptism was a 
much larger concept than immersion. The editor of 
The Christian Century derived from Mr. Kershner a 
good deal of the courage necessary to publish his book, 
“The Meaning of Baptism,” whose thesis is based upon 
this same distinction. This fact lends particular edi- 
torial interest to Mr. Kershner’s present article in which 
he not only renews his own contention, but confirms this 
portion of Mr. Morrison’s position. Replying to an 
inquiry, Mr. Kershner says in the “Christian Standard :” 


Perhaps the clearest way in which we can answer the 
above is to outline briefly the three opposing theories of bap- 
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tism which are involved. The first, which we may style the 
legalistic, holds that the physical act of immersion in water 
in the name of the Trinity, is synonymous with Christian bap- 
tism. This position is opposed both by The Christian Cen- 
tury and the writer. The second is that the spiritual and 
social content of the ordinance, entirely independent of the 
manner in which the content is externally expressed, is equiv- 
alent to baptism in the Christian sense. This is the position 
of Mr. Morrison and The Christian Century, as we under- 
stand it. The third position is that Christian baptism demands 
the presence of both deep spiritual meaning and also of a 
correct external expression of that meaning. This is the posi- 
tion of both Aylsworth and Kershner, whose names were men- 
troned in the Century article to which our correspondent re- 
fers, as well as many other advocates of the Restoration 
movement. 

It is readily seen that the third interpretation differs es- 
sentially from both the first and the second. It differs from 
the first in the fact that it refuses to accept a purely physical 
or mechanical action as being in itself equivalent to one of 
the two basic ordinances of a spiritual religion like Christian- 
ity. It differs from the second because it refuses to believe 
that the external and the spiritual features of the ordinance 
can be so divided that either alone may be properly said to 
constitute Christian baptism. It does not help the situation 
to say, we may remark further, that an incorrect form is better 
than no form at all. In our own judgment the argument is 
the other way, because the incorrect form is misleading, de- 
structive entirely of the symbolic features of the ordinance, 
and, by furnishing an apparent substitute for the correct form 
of expression, tends to block the way to an acceptance of what 
is correct and ideal. Here the Quaker, who uses no external 
form whatever, is more logical than the affusionist or The 
Christian Century. The Quaker is correct as far as he goes, 
the only trouble being that he does not go far enough. The 
affusionist and the Century go further, but go wrong. It 
should be clear enough, we think, to any logical mind, that 
the only permanently defensible position is the one which 
goes the whole way and goes that way in ideally correct fash- 
ion. This is fundamentally the position of the Restoration. 
le stop short of that position is to descend from the high 
plane of what is obviously correct and ideal, an attitude which 
is always indefensible in the ethical or religious realm. It was 
just such an attitude of deflection and compromise which in 
the early years of church history led to the gradual abandon- 
ment of the true ideal of the New Testament. Affusion was 
decried at first and only permitted under exceptional circum- 
stances. Once the camel's nose was under the tent, however, 
he gradually found place for his whole body. As a conse- 
quence, the exception became the rule and the ideality of the 
ordinance was destroyed. At all events, it is better to cling 
to what you know to be right, and completely right, rather 
than to compromise for the sake of some apparent practical 


advantage 


’*  & 


\ll of us who long to see our Disciple mind emanci- 
pated from the execrable exegesis of baptism which our 
otherwise great leader, Alexander Campbell, fastened 
upon us, will welcome Mr. Kershner’s clear and helpful 
statement. He does not, in our opinion, rightly char- 
acterize Mr. Morrison’s position, but we are not con- 
cerned with that. His own view that “Christian bap- 
tism demands the presence of both deep spiritual mean- 
ing and also a correct expression of that meaning,” is 
so near The Christian Century’s position that the differ- 
ence is practically negligible. 

Mr. Kershner does not, in the above article, indicate 
what the “deep spiritual meaning” of baptism is, but 
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we are sure it is no mere mystical or vague emotion. 
Rather this essential or fundamental meaning of baptism, 
as Mr. Kershner sees it, is a real functional act. In a 
letter to Mr. Morrison written just after Mr. Kershner 
had finished reading the former’s book, he speaks 
graciously of the pleasure derived from the book, and 
says, “In many respects I find myself in quite sub- 
stantial agreement with the positions taken in the book. 
The idea of baptism as fundamentally an initiation is to 
my own mind unquestionably correct.” He goes on to 
say, as in the above article, that he attaches “more 
meaning to the form” than he thinks Mr. Morrison does. 
He holds that the symbolism of baptism was “a funda- 
mental factor in the ordinance from the very beginning.” 
In addition he makes one or two secondary criticisms. 
But the letter, taken in connection with his present 
article, shows that Mr. Kershner and Mr. Morrison are 
not far apart in their view of baptism. If the reader 
will forget for the moment the characterization of Mr. 
Morrison’s view in Mr. Kershner’s article above, we 
will undertake to set down the agreements and disagree- 
ments of these two writers. 

30th Mr. Kershner and Mr. Morrison agree that 
baptism and immersion are not equivalent or inter- 
changable terms. 

Both agree (contrary to the characterization of Mr. 
Morrison’s view given in Mr. Kershner’s article) that 
“the external and the spiritual features of the ordinance.’ 
cannot be so divided that either alone “may be properly 
said to constitute Christian baptism.” In this Mr. 
Morrison is no less emphatic than Mr. Kershner. 

Both agree (and they are joined in this by the late 
N. J. Aylsworth) that the spiritual meaning of baptism 
is its essential or fundamental meaning. 

Both agree that this spiritual meaning is initiation 
or incorporation into the church, the body of Christ. 

3oth agree that this initiation is correctly performed 
or expressed by immersion in water. 

Both agree that there is a particularly beautiful and 
helpful symbolism in the use of immersion. 

Both agree that this rite of initiation, i.e., baptism, 
ought always to be performed by immersion and not by 
sprinkling or any other form. 

These two writers seem to differ on one point only: 
Whether immersion as a particular form of initiation 
is inherent in the word “baptize,” so that when Christ 
commissioned his disciples to initiate their converts into 
the church, that is, to baptize them, he with the same 
word commanded them to perform this initiation by 
immersion. 

Mr. Kershner says yes. Mr. Morrison says no. 

That is to say, for Mr. Kershner immersion is im- 
plicit in the word “baptize” (albeit not the fundamental 
New Testament meaning of the word), while for Mr. 
Morrison the sanctions for immersion are found outside 
the word altogether. 

Not much of a difference, is it? 

For practical purposes it is no difference at all. 

To discuss it one would have to be able to split a 
hair. 












March 21, 1918 


A Significant Service 


HE recent report of the Committee on Co-operation 
‘Ti Latin America, issued by the officers, and the per- 

sonal report by Rev. S. G. Inman of his recent trip in 
South America are documents of great significance to the 
students of missions of our country. 

It is particularly gratifying to note that Mr. Inman 
reports a new understanding of our nation in South 
\merica. There is popular approval of our entrance upon 
the European war as an idealistic enterprise, and the Mon- 
roe Doctrine, which was once interpreted as a threat 
against the independence of the South American countries, 
is now seen in a very different light. Though Mr. Inman 
was known as a missionary executive, and was therefore 
regarded unfavorably by certain clerics and anti-clerics, he 
was invited to speak in many colleges and universities, and 
the theme that he was urged to discuss was the new under- 
standing between North and South America. 

It may happen that the new interest in Protestant 
work in South America may be the bond to cement the 
friendship of the two great continents. With the increase 
of Latin students in our universities, there has come also 
i great increase in commercial exchanges, and what might 
have become hopeless estrangement is rapidly becoming 
omradeship in the great task of defending the higher life 
of man against the encroachments of German brutality. 

The committee has appointed a Spanish-speaking gen- 
tleman to prepare literature for the Latin countries and 
Dr. Juan Orts-Gonzalez is now the regular secretary for 
this service. 

The satisfaction which the Disciples of Christ felt 
when they loaned Mr. Inman to the service of the Com- 
mittee has grown each year as his splendid record of service 
has commended him still further to the Christian world. 
rhere are few Disciples in this country working at a task 
more in keeping with our history than the able secretary 
of the Committee on Co-operation in Latin America. 


Churches Prosper in War Time 


HE annual instalment of statistics from the hand 
if f the well-known Dr. Henry K. Carroll is always 
interesting, but this year the figures are doubly 
significant, for we learn what the result of the war has 


been on the churches. The Protestant churches have 
made the largest gain in recent years, while the Catho- 
lic rate has greatly decreased. 

The Methodists report the greatest percentage of 
gain, four per cent, and they now number 154,000 more 
than the preceding year. This is the biggest year of 
their history. The Presbyterians report a gain of two 
and one-half per cent. The Disciples report a net gain 
of fifty thousand, which is nearly a four per cent 
increase for them. 

The national statistician declares that he cannot 
account for the falling behind of the Roman Catholics. 
The war has almost completely cut off immigration, and 
for many years it has been immigration which has given 
the Roman Catholic growth in America its real basis. 

It cannot be doubted, however, that Protestant 
churches have reacted more quickly and efficiently in 
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war relief work than the Catholics, and for this reason 
they have captured the affections of the country. The 
big Y. M. C. A. drive brought, as a by-product, in- 
creased favor for the evangelical type of religion. 

While the total Catholic and Protestant growth is 
smaller than in the previous year, due to the big slump 
in the growth of the Roman Catholics, the statistics are 
to be regarded as encouraging. 

Without having yet mastered the underlying social 
theory, the evangelical church is in these days becoming 
a socially-minded church. The formulas of the old 
individualistic salvation are in the back-ground and the 
Good Samaritan spirit is to the fore. At last the church 
will consciously face the implications of its war pro- 
gram, and will be encouraged by its success to work 
henceforth according to the social program of the Chris- 
tian religion. 


New York Full of “Dry” Talk 


HE most sanguine prohibitionist did not anticipate 
Ta New York would lend any support to the pro- 

posed amendment to the federal constitution. How 
much the war has shaken us loose from conservatism has 
been well illustrated by recent happenings in the state of 
greatest population. 

There has been introduced in the legislature of New 
York a resolution known as the Hill-McKnab resolution, 
that the amendment be adopted. The liquor men came up 
to Albany in a defiant mood, but already there is a whine 
in their utterances. The New York Sun gives a graphic 
description of this change of attitude: 


“Therefore, today John Barleycorn is appealing and plead- 
ing, not thundering commands or breathing defiance. His guard 
is lowering and his chin is nearly open to the paralyzing blow 
which the forces of order and decency are aiming to send home. 
This blow will be the adoption by both Assembly and Senate of 
the Hill-McNab resolution ratifying the federal prohibition 
amendment, which is the only sincere and workable anti-saloon 
measure which the legislature has been considering.” 


Already three wet states have voted dry on the federal 
amendment. Only six more need to be secured in order to 
assure the passage of the amendment. 


The New Year Book 
Tn rapid improvement of the year-book of the Dis- 


ciples of Christ should be a matter of special note. 

The American Christian Missionary Society now has 
one person giving this matter exclusive attention. Under 
this careful cultivation the book has grown in size and 
trustworthiness. Probably the chief difficulty in getting 
out such a book is the individualism of the preachers. 
Though Congregational ministers are not less free than 
our own, they have already reached the point where the 
disgrace of refusing reports is more than a man can bear. 
Meanwhile hundreds of Disciple congregations publish the 
same old membership report year after year. 

There is a lack of accuracy in the book, however, that 
makes it still far from the ideal. Chicago has churches re- 
ported that never did exist. A union mission is put down 
as our own. An “anti” church is included, though these 
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churches protest such inclusion. The Hyde Park church 
is credited with a per capita of missionary giving of 49 
cents, when it is clear from an examination of the records 
that it should have been $4.90. 

By trying to list the Sunday school offerings separately 
from those of the church (a practice resting on an out- 
grown conception of the place of the Sunday school in our 
Christian activities) there is no room for certain other 
statistics which should begin to appear, such as contribu- 
tions to temperance and to many other kinds of civic and 
reform work. Christian Endeavor and Aid Society contri- 
butions should also be included in the church offerings, 
instead of being disregarded. 

The page devoted to the sixty leading cities of the land 
has significance and interest. It should have been amplified 
to include the city mission organizations of the brother- 
hood. 

We cannot have a perfect year-book without a statis-_ 
tical conscience among our people. We must not even con- 
sent to a false report for the glory of the church. The 
churches bear the ultimate responsibility for a better year- 


book. 


The Weather Man and the Church 


LL over the country the ministers are saying that 
the weather man is against them. The most try- 
ing winter in the memory of living men has been 

doubly trying for the church, for the storms in the 
middle west have come at the week end and citizens have 
been too busy tunneling through snow banks to attend 
church services. Church finances have suffered, the 
Sunday school has dwindled to a fraction of its former 
size and all of the pet schemes of the minister have 
gone a glimmering. 

But the first bright Sunday, and the folks are back 
in larger numbers than ever. While they were snow- 
bound, they had time to think a bit, and they are hungry 
for the things which the church has to give. The spring 
will bring an opportunity unparalleled in the history of 
most churches. 

So, perhaps, if we are measuring our results by the 
divine yardstick, we shall be compelled to confess at 
last that this winter with its hardships and its sacrifices 
has not been less fruitful in religious development than 
others have been. 





The Hollyhock Seeds 


A Parable of Safed the Sage 


OW there came to me an Handmaiden of the 
Lord, even one of the mothers of Israel, and 
thus she said unto me, Art thou Safed? 

And I answered, After this name am I called, but 
what man knoweth his own Name till God shall give 
him a new name at the Resurrection of the Just? 

And she said, Why do men call thee the Sage? 

And I answered, In the City of the Blind there was 
found a man with one eye, and him they made king. 
And she said, Didst thou have pity on the Holly- 
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hocks that grew by the concrete walk, and save them 
from the Weeds? 

And I answered, As the Merciful God hath dealt 
with my soul, so have I striven to do with the Holly- 
hocks. 

And she said, Thou art indeed a wise man, and a 
good. Now, behold, I also love Hollyhocks, and for 
many years have I nourished them in my Garden. Yea, 
and I have much seed that I have saved. There are 
White Hollyhocks that are like the Snow; and Red 
Hollyhocks that are like the Dawn; and Yellow Holly- 
hocks that are like Gold; and Pink Hollyhocks that are 
like the cheeks of Keturah when God first gave her to 
thee; and Single Hollyhocks and Double Hollyhocks, 
and about Fifty-Seven Varieties. And I have saved 
twice as many of them as I could plant. And the Half 
thereof are for thee. 

Now when I heard this my heart was glad; and | 
made broad the place for the planting thereof. Yea, and 
whoever sendeth me precious seed of the Hollyhock, for 
it will I make room. 

And I thanked this mother in Israel, and I prayed 
to my God on her behalf that she may still bring forth 
Blossoms higher and higher on the stalk of her long 
and beautiful life, till the topmost flower of all may 
Blossom in the Garden of God. 

And as I planted the seed she gave to me, I prayed 
this prayer to God for her. 





The Coming 


By Thomas Curtis Clark 


HRIST will come to earth again; 
He will come to dwell with men; 
He will meet them in the mart; 
He will greet them heart to heart; 
He will make all hard things plain, 
When He comes. 


Christ will come again to earth; 

Then shall be a new world-birth: 

War and armaments shall cease; 

Every land shall bide in peace; 

Swords will be of little worth, 
When He comes. 


Christ will come, aye, He will come— 

Not with trumpet blare and drum; 

But with lives of kindliness 

All men shall His Name confess; 

There shall none be blind or dumb, 
When He comes. 


Christ will come to earth—and then 

Love shall reign supreme with men; 

For the hardness of our creeds 

Will give way to loving deeds: 

Heaven and earth will meet again, 
When He comes. 





Paul and the Second Coming 


might approach the subject of the Return of 

Christ to the world. Several themes are inti- 
mately related in popular thinking, such as the coming 
of Christ, the last judgment, the millennium, the end of 
the world, and the age of glory to come. What the 
Bible has to say on these subjects and what the Chris- 
tian community has thought about them through the 
centuries are interesting inquiries. It is possible that 
there are wide variations between the two. But the 
study is bound to be profitable. Where shall it begin? 

For reasons which will be likely to emerge in the 
process, it seems best to ask first, What was the state 
of mind of the first believers in Jesus’ regarding his 
expected return? If they had well-defined hopes in 
respect to this matter, such ideas will be expressed in 
the writings of the New Testament. L4ter it will be of 
interest to ascertain what there was in the teachings of 
Jesus that set these convictions in the hearts of his 
friends. Naturally thereafter one would attempt to 
understand the current ideas in the Jewish circle that 
might suggest similar expectations in the group about 
Jesus. And perhaps back of all these, in the Hebrew 
onceptions of things as noted in the Old Testament, 
and in the world hopes among other peoples something 
of kindred type may be discovered. Lastly the per- 
sistence of these expectations through the centuries 
since the days of our Lord, and their marked recrudes- 


T ast are many points of view from which one 


cence at this particular time may well be considered. 


PAUL THE EARLIEST WITNESS 


If then the New Testament circle is the first to 
receive attention, it is natural to begin with Paul, for 
the reason that his writings as a body constitute both 
the earliest and the most distinct contribution to the 
early Christian sources. What did Paul have to say on 
this theme of the Lord’s return to the earth? It is fair 
to assume that his ideas were shared by most of the 
first generation of Christians, though it will be only 
proper to let the other documents speak for themselves 
after hearing from him. In taking account of his views, 
it is best to arrange them as far as possible in the order 
of their utterance. Biblical scholarship is now fairly 
-onfident regarding the succession of the Pauline writ- 
ings. That sequence is itself helpful as disclosing not 
orily the chief convictions of the apostle upon this sub- 
ject, but the progress of his own thought through the 
years covered by his epistles. Leaving for a later mo- 
ment a summary of what he believed regarding the last 
things, it is of value to take his relevant expressions in 
the order of their appearance. 

The first of his epistles were those to the believers 
in Thessalonica. The gospel had been preached to them 
in the midst of considerable opposition and persecution 
by Jewish sectaries. Comfort was found in this emer- 
gency in the fact that Jesus, who not more than twenty 
years before had been put to death as a disturber of 
customary law and order, had been proved to be all that 


his friends claimed him to be, by his resurrection from 
the dead. Shortly afterward he ascended to heaven to 
wait the appropriate moment for his return in power, 
to be received by his saints, and to judge the world. 
This was a part of the message preached by Paul at 
Thessalonica. When he wrote to this church a few 
months later, in the course of the second missionary 
journey, he reminded the disciples there that as a result 
of his preaching they had turned from idols to serve 
the true God, and to wait for his son from heaven, whom 
He had raised from the dead (1 Thess. 1:9, 10). 

He affirmed that they would be his glory and his 
joy at the coming of Jesus Christ (2:19, 20). The eagerly 
awaited moment when the Lord was to come, and all 
his saints were to be assembled to him, would be a 
testing time, at which Paui did not wish them to fail. 
He prays for them, therefore, that they may be estab- 
lished unblameable at the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all his saints (3:13). 


PAUL’S PROGRAM OF LAST THINGS 


But Paul had in mind an even more detailed pro- 
gram of the last things. He 
Thessalonian that they were concerned 
regarding some of their number who had died since he 
was with them. From what they had understood him 
to teach, the Lord was likely to come at any time, and 
in that hope they had rested. But when some of their 
brethren died and the great expectation had not been 
realized, they were troubled, for these beloved dead of 
theirs had seemed to lose out. Paul therefore addresses 
himself to the comfort of these depressed ones. He tells 
them they may be assured that at the Master’s return, 
God will bring from the grave all those who sleep in 
Him. He wishes them to understand that he and they 
who are yet alive when the Lord comes, will have no 
advantage over those that have died. For in that day, 
until which time they all expect to live, he says that 
Jesus is to descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of 
God. Then, before anything else happens, the dead in 
Christ shall arise from the grave. Then those who sur- 
vive till that time, among whom the apostle confidently 
counts himself, shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and be hence- 
forth with him (4:13-17). 

Leaving till a later time the question as to the 
sources of Paul’s ideas regarding the spectacular fea- 
tures of this program, we need only concern ourselves 
at this point with his assurance that this experience is 
to come very soon. He tells his brethren that he does 
not need to make specific predictions as to the exact 
time for that “day of the Lord” will steal upon them 
like a thief in the night (5:2). However, he was not 
2pprehensive that it would find them unprepared (5:4). 

In the Second Epistle to the same church, written 
only a short time later, still further details of Paul’s 
idea of the last things are given. As already noted, he 


had heard from these 
Christians 
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associated the coming of the Lord with the judgment. 
So to the persecuted saints to whom he wrote he made 
it clear that rest from their troubles would come to 
them when the Lord Jesus should be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on those who knew not God and obeyed not 
the Lord Jesus; such would be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from his presence when he came to be 
glorified in his saints (2 Thess. 1:7-10). 


“THE MAN OF SIN” 


The members of the church at Thessalonica seem 
to have been much stirred over the idea of the Lord’s 
near approach. Someone had excited them by alarming 
words, and it would even look as though they had 
received a letter purporting to come from Paul intimat- 
ing that the great event was just upon them. The 
apostle is at pains to allay this excitement by telling 
them that imminent as is the end, they must not think 
it so close at hand that they can abandon their custo- 
mary work, and give themselves to idleness and its 
attendant dangers. Before “that day” came, there would 
occur an apostacy, and the “man of sin, the son of per 
dition” would be revealed. Paul had told them this, but 
they might have forgotten. This evil, demonic, power 
was already at work, but as yet there was a restraining 
force which prevented its full activity. Later on the 
curbing influence would be removed, and then the evil 
thing would break out in complete manifestation of its 
Satanic energy, only to be destroyed by the Lord in 
the glory of his coming (2:1-10). In this remarkable 
passage it is apparent that Paul is attempting to defer 
in the minds of his readers the immediacy of the final 
conflict, and is dealing in guarded and vague terms with 
the actual events of the coming crisis. Many inter- 
pretations have been placed upon these words. Are we 
to understand by the “man of sin” the insidious Judais- 
ing influences then increasingly active in opposition to 
the spread of the Christian faith, and only restrained in 
their vicious and outrageous attacks upon Paul himself 
by the protecting and restraining authority of imperial 
Rome? Probably the application was more general. 
In harmony with all Jewish apocalyptic expectations, 
before the end a period of supreme trouble was to be 
looked for. Whatever protection held back the sinister 
powers of evil, was but for a time. All current senti- 
ment united in the idea that the difficulties of the church 
would increase until the Lord would come to defeat the 
evil and reward the good. 

In the Epistle to the Galatians there are no refer- 
ences to this subject. But in the messages to the Chris- 
tians in Corinth the apostle has left several hints of the 
prominence of the idea in his mind. He hopes that 
their attitude may be that of expectant waiting for the 
coming of Jesus, and that they may be blameless at 
that time (1 Cor. 1, 7, 8). As to his own faithfulness 
as an apostle, he was willing to leave that for decision 
until the Lord should come (4:5). To those who had 
asked advice regarding the propriety of marrying, he 
responds that while he has no formal counsel to give, 
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he feels that all lesser matters of this sort should be 
dismissed from consideration, owing to the shortness of 
the time remaining (7 :25-31). Upon them, the people of 
that generation, the ends of the ages had come (10:11). 


THE GREAT AFFIRMATION 


In that wonderful euthanasia, chapter 15, the clas- 
sic utterance of the New Testament regarding the assur- 
ance of the future life, something more of Paul’s 
program of final things emerges. Christ rose from the 
dead, the first of the new order. At his coming those 
who are his will also rise. Then will come the end, his 
complete mastery of all his enemies. Until this is ac- 
complished, he must rule in judgment. The final enemy 
to be destroyed is death. Thereafter he shall deliver 
over to the Father all the authority, and subject him- 
self henceforth to God, that He may be the one Ruler 
of all. In the meantime, until his coming to earth again 
Jesus is ruling in heaven over the celestial powers 
already placed in subjection under him (15:20-28). Re- 
curring in this chapter to the incidents connected with 
the approaching return of Jesus, he says that he has a 
strange thing to tell them. They will not all die, but 
all will be transformed, instantly. For when the trum- 
pet sounds, the dead (who belong to Christ) are to be 
raised in immortal form, and the living, with whom the 
apostle still classes himself, shall be transformed. So 
that in both cases, death is defeated of its victory 
(15 :51-57). 

Almost the closing words of the epistle are an utter- 
ance that sums up the hope and desire of the writer 
and his fellow believers. Maran-atha “our Lord cometh,” 
or marana-tha, “Come, our Lord” (16:22,) is a phrase 
from the colloquial language of the Jewish Christian 
community, and no doubt it was often on the lips of the 
early followers of Jesus in those days of persecution and 
anxiety. 

In the second epistle to the Corinthians Paul refers 
likewise to this hope. In one respect only is there a 
change of thought. In the earlier references, as already 
noted, he classed himself with those who would still be 
alive at the coming of the Lord. From this point on- 
ward he appears to think less of the possibility of his 
survival until that day, and puts himself in the list of 
those who would have passed out of this life before the 
great expectation has been realized. After referring, 
as often, to the approaching “day of the Lord Jesus” 
(1:14), he speaks of his assurance that “He who raised 
up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also, and present us 
with you” (4:14). The dissolving of the earthly taber- 
nacle is no cause for disquietude, because they have a 
permanent habitation in the heavens (5:1). Remaining 
in the body, they are absent from the Lord (5:6-10). 
Here and in later passages death is less a commitment 
to the grave than a departure to be with Christ. 


ROMAN MESSAGES 


In the Epistle to the Romans there are but few 
allusions to the final things. As in Galatians, Paul’s 
chief concern is the enforcement of his great theme, 
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justification by faith. Early in the argument there is 
a vivid reference to “the day of wrath and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God,” but without mention 
of the attendant events (2:5). Later on he speaks of 
the quickening of the mortal bodies of believers (8:11). 
For this day of deliverance, not only the saints, but the 
entire creation waits impatiently (8:1825). Before the 
final day, the non-jews, who have never before had an 
opportunity, will have their chance, after which the 
Jews themselves, who thus far had been blind to their 
privileges, will be saved (11:25). He warns them that 
the time is short, and that their salvation is nearer at 
hand than when they first believed (13:11, 12). 

In the epistles of the Roman imprisonment of Paul 
there are only occasional suggestions of these ideas, 
save in Philippians. In Colossians the apostle tells his 
readers that when Christ shall appear, they also shall 
appear with him in glory (3:4). In Ephesians he speaks 
of the “day of redemption,” unto which they are sealed 
by the Spirit of God (4:30). But in Philippians much 
more thought is given to the subject, probably because 
Paul felt that the end of his own ministry was rapidly 
approaching. He hopes that the good work going on 
in his brethren in that church will continue until the 
“day of Jesus Christ” (1:6). He wishes them to be 


sincere and without offense “till the day of Christ” 
(1:10). He hardly knows whether he prefers to depart 
and be with Christ, or to remain with them in the flesh 
(1:23), which points again to his abandonment of his 
earlier expectation of living until the Lord should come. 
He hopes that he may rejoice in “the day of Christ” 


that he has not labored in vain (2:16). The real citizen- 
ship of believers is in heaven, and from thence they 
expect the Lord, who is to transform the body of their 
humiliation that it may be like the body of his glory 
(3:20, 21). And in his urgent admonitions to the life 

| serenity and prayer, he assures them that the Lord 
is at hand (4:5). 


SUMMARY OF PAUL’S TEACHING 


As to the pastoral epistles, it is impossible to speak 
with any assurance of their Pauline origin in more than 
a derived and fragmentary way. But so far as the 
present theme is concerned, they are entirely in the 
apostolic manner. The writer of 1 Timothy warns his 
reader that in the last times certain errors are to be 
expected, and speaks as though such days were already 
upon them, and would continue beyond the time when 
he himself could hope to survive (4:1f.). Further, he 
exhorts the evangelist to maintain fidelity to his high 
vocation until the appearing of Jesus (6:14). In the 
second letter to Timothy, “that day” is mentioned in 
the usual Pauline tone (1:12), once in the hope that his 
friend Onesiphorus may in “that day” be compensated 
of the Lord for his many kindnesses to the writer (1:18). 
Another warning is given against the sins of “the last 
times,” in which the recipient of the epistle is living. 
from such things he is enjoined to turn away (3:1-3). 
The Lord is to judge the living and the dead at his 
appearing and his kingdom (4:1). In that time the 
writer hopes to receive from the hand of the divine 
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Judge the crown of approval. This honor may be ex- 
pected by all who have longed for his appearing (4:3). 

It would have been a simpler and easier plan to 
enumerate these different allusions to the great hope, 
and leave the reader to search out the texts. But the 
temptation to take lightly such a study, and the im- 
pressive and convincing character of the Pauline utter- 
ances themselves have made it wise to present the 
material in some detail. How may it best be summar- 
ized? What did Paul believe and teach regarding the 
last things? 

The following items may be put down with confi- 
dence as a result of the foregoing examination of the 
apostolic words: 

Paul believed that Jesus, following his death upon 
the cross, was raised from death, and appeared to his 
disciples. 

After a brief period, he ascended to heaven, where 
he was placed in the seat of power over the celestial 
worlds. 

The period of his earthly life was near the end of 
the old world-order, and a new one was to be expected 
soon. That would be ushered in by the return of the 
Lord from heaven, with a power which he had not 
manifested in the days of his flesh. 

The severe trials through which the apostle and 
his fellow believers were passing made him confident 
that the triumphant return of the Lord would not be 
long delayed. Moreover, the Spirit within them was 
the assurance of their salvation, and of the approach- 
ing redemption from this evil age. 

The manifestation of the Lord was soon to occur. 
It is spoken of as his “coming,” or “appearing.” The 
usual word is parousia, literally, “being present.” At 
his coming he was to be accompanied by his mighty 
angels. There would be a shout, presumably of this 
heavenly host, the trumpet would sound, and the voice 
of the archangel be heard. 

At that time the believers who had died would be 
raised from their graves, and at the same moment the 
living followers of the Lord were to be transformed 
into immortal form and caught up to meet the Lord 
in the air. 

There is no mention in the Pauline writings of any 
formal period of waiting for the final consummation, 
but it is nevertheless intimated that some time may 
elapse before the subjugation of all things under Christ 
is accomplished. 

The judgment is associated with the coming of the 
Lord. Is this to be understood as itself the subjection 
of all things to him, or is time to be allowed for this 
attainment of complete control? And if so, is it before 
or after the judgment? These questions are not 
answered in these documents. Was there a more ex- 
plicit opinion expressed by Paul in some writing which 
has not survived to us? 

All the indications given point to but a brief period 
of time either before the coming of Jesus, or after his 
appearing and before the final act in the great drama. 

That act was to be the commitment of all his 





12 ? THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


authority into the hands of the Father, who henceforth 
is to be all and in all. 

No one who reads these explicit statements of the 
apostle can doubt that he looked for the visible and 
manifest coming of Jesus in his own lifetime, or at the 
furthest, in that of his contemporaries. It is equally 


clear that the Lord did not come in the manner Paul 
expected and described with such frequency and vivid- 
How did he come into possession of these expec- 
Did he regard the visible coming of the Lord 
as essential to the completion of his plans? If this be 


ness. 


tations? 
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true, was he not in error? Or is it possible that he 
looked for some more subtle and spiritual coming of 
the Master, and could find no less forcible and dramatic 
method of describing it sufficient to meet the needs of 
the early church? 

Meantime, what were the ideas of Paul’s contem- 
poraries on this theme? In order to answer this ques- 
tion it is necessary to examine the other writings of 
the New Testament, such as the general epistles and 
the Apocalypse of John. 

HersBert L. WILLETT. 


Another article in Professor Willett’s series will appear next week. 


What Is Christianity Pr 


By Charles Stelzle 


Christianity is due to the fact that it has to do 
with life, and with men. 


To difference of opinion regarding the nature of 


And as life expands, our 
We do not 
believe about anything just what we believed about it 
ten years ago—provided that we are living and grow- 
ing. A row of fence posts placed alongside the road will 
remain the same for many years, or until they rot. But 
a row of trees planted in the same place will grow, and 


conception of all related subjects changes. 


hence change, every day, because they are living. 

The fact, therefore, that men’s opinions concerning 
Christianity undergo a change is nothing against it. It 
is rather in favor of Christianity and in favor of the 
men whose minds are expanding. For while the funda- 
mental basis of Christianity must always remain the 
same, and while the fundamental principles of men’s 
characters are eternal, both are capable of infinite ex- 
They cannot be limited to the ecclesiastical 
terminology of the theologian in the one case, nor to a 
narrow interpretation of life in the other 

Our conception of Christianity depends largely 
upon our peculiar natures or our previous environment. 
To the Russian Jew, Christianity means the brutality 
of Kieff or Kishenieff. To others it means the Catholi- 
cism of South America or of some half-enlightened 
European country. To still others it means the Protes- 
tantism of a former generation or even the monstrosities 
that have grown round about it in our own day. But 
these are not fair illustrations of any of the churches or 
denominations involved. 

Organized labor demands that it shall be judged 
not by its worst characteristics, but by its best hopes 
and aspirations. By the same token, the church must 
be judged not by its weakest but by its best output. 
But we are discussing not the church, but Christianity. 
We are quite ready to confess that the church has not 
always truly represented Christianity. 

Neither is “religion” Christianity. Some men are 
very religious, but they are not very good Christians. 
You have heard of men who have become insane be- 
cause they had too much religion, but you never heard 


pansion. 


of a man who became insane because he had too much 
Christianity. Christianity is not a scheme to increase 
the population of heaven. Its cardinal principle is that 
given by its founder: “He that saveth his life shall lose 
it, and he that loseth his life (for the sake of his fellow- 
men), shall find it.” Its purpose for its followers is 
not to get to heaven, but to bring heaven down to 
earth. 

Principally, then, Christianity is a character and a 
life—the possession and the manifestation of the life 
and the spirit of Christ. Not essentially the life of the 
monk, of the “Pharisee,” or the stoic, or the “Puritan” 
—these may all be Christian in a very important sense, 
but they are abnormal. The healthy Christian life is 
lived in the world among men and is interested in their 
everyday affairs. It is lived at the primary. It is lived 
in the shop and in the office. There is nothing which 
concerns the well-being of men which can be alien to 
the Christian life. It does not involve a belief in an 
impossible dogma. It does not demand an absolute 
acceptance of the inspiration of the Bible. It asks 
merely that the man who wishes to become a Christian 
shall bring his life into conformity with the life and the 
purpose of Christ, and that he shall accept Christ as the 
governing power of his life, helping to carry out his 
will and plan for the redemption of the world. 

Such an appeal must seem reasonable to any right- 
thinking man. Unless he has a better program, why 
may he not accept that offered by Christianity? 





Religion is life inspired by heavenly love; and life is 
something fresh and cheerful and vigorous. To forget 
self, to keep the heart buoyant with the ‘thought of God, 
and to pour forth this continual influx of spiritual health 
heavenward in praise and earthward in streams of bless- 
ing—this is the essence of human, saintly, and angelic 
joy, the genuine Christ-life, the one life of the saved, on 
earth or in heaven. 


Lucy Larcom. 















Keeping the 


AR breeds passion, and judgment is sometimes 
biased by ardent spirits. Unless we de have a pas- 
sion for our cause we shall not fight well, but if 


W 


our passion deflects our judgment until we forget the purposes 
for which we fight we shall have lost even if we win. 

Recent turns in events convince all of us that the one im- 
mediate and most necessary thing is a sweeping military vic- 


tory. But that necessity need not cause us to forget what it 
is for which. we wage what will no doubt be the mightiest 
series of battles ever waged in history. The immediate aim is 
military victory, but the ultimate aim is democracy and world- 
peace. We must adopt Prussian devices in terms of armies, 
guns and generalship to whip the Prussian armies, but woe to 
us if we adopt Prussian terrorism and Germanic political de- 
vices along with it. In Prussia militarism uses politics to 
further its ends; thus Von Hertling’s hypocricy in accepting 
President Wilson’s four fundamentals while the German army 
tramples Russian territory under its victorious feet. In a de- 
mocracy the military is a strong arm of politics, and military 
councils are never allowed to dictate political policies. In 
Germany the people have no political judgments and utter no 
opinions or criticisms; they do nothing but fight without ques- 
tion. In a democracy the rulers are the people, and their 
servants, the officials, formulate into concrete policy the de- 
mands of public opinion. They fight with purpose. Thus 
a militaristic power practices secret diplomacy, and the peo- 
ple pay the price. A democracy must turn over to experts 
the waging of war but keep in its own hands the right to de- 
clare it and to determine the fundamentals of peace, and 
“shirt-sleeved diplomacy” is its only safeguard. 

In the heat of our just passion to win these battles we are 
liable to lose sight of what it is for which we fight them. We 
are tempted, unconsciously, to make “whipping Germany” our 
sole and only aim. Whip Germany we must, but to whip her 
merely will be to fight in vain. We fight for a cause, and that 
cause is not military victory; military victory is a means to 
winning that cause. That cause is world democracy and to 
insure peace for the future. If to win that cause we must 
fight until we are able to put the Kaiser on St. Helena, then 
we will pay the price ungrudgingly. If in doing so we put 
democracy under the military arm and dictate to Germany 
such a peace as she would have dictated to us and lose both 
our democracy and future world peace, then we shall have 
fought in vain. 


Who Is the Pro-German? 


This laudable war passion occasionally loses poise so 
much as to demand that there shall be no criticism of Allied 
policy in America, and, indeed, that public opinion shall no 
longer function in regard to war aims, but devote itself wholly 
to promoting war passion. Some very patriotic gentlemen 
incline to think those no patriots who do not agree with them. 
Others, of milder disposition, deprecate as Pro-German (even 
though not so intended) any difference of opinion with Allied 
governments or statesmen. Is it Pro-German to oppose the 
proposals in certain European quarters for an economic war- 
after-the-war, or to cultivate Russian democracy after certain 
European statesmen have said her blood could now be on her 
own head, or to continue to talk peace after the Versailles 
conference pronounced for war only, or to refuse to agree to 
Japanese plans in Siberia after some of the European chancel- 
lories have agreed to it? Then President Wilson is the worst 
Pro-German of us all, for he effectually scotched the Paris 
conference, proposes to save Russian democracy, even if it 
itself fails to strike another blow, apparently has refused to 
O. K. Japan’s plans in Siberia, and still talks peace. These 
fervid gentlemen forget that the issues involved in such ques- 
tions as these are not criticisms of our Allies as such, but are 
the voices of democracy in America joining with those of 


Issues Clear 


democracy in Europe against militarists and Tories in Allied 
nations, and in our own, only to a lesser degree. A noted 
Englishman recently pointed out to us that there are a few 
Tories in influential places in his land—places, he said, out of 
all proportion to their numbers, giving them an influence out 
of all proportion to their hold on English public opinion, who 
do not believe in the essential aims of English, French amd 
American democracy. It is freely rumored that two such rep- 
resentatives have recently expressed their criticisms of Presi- 
dent Wilson in most objectional ways on this side of the At- 
lantic. A prominent English editor recently said in this 
country time and again that “we have our Tories in West- 
minster and Paris, and we need to be keenly aware of them” 
if victory is to be for a forward-looking democracy, unpolluted 
with ancient imperial traditions and balance-of-power diplo- 


macy. 
* * . 


American Tories and English Democrats 


The writer recently listened to a convinced and confirmed 
Tory lecture for a week on war issues. The striking thing 
was that this learned, facile and able 'ecturer was an American. 
He defended secret diplomacy as the blessed means of keeping 
the peace; advocated the essential Germanic nationalistic idea 
as one we must ultimately adopt for the sake of its efficiency; 
scorned the idea of a league of nations, and advocated a Brit- 
ish-American alliance against the world in the place of inter- 
national arrangements of any other kind, and declared democ- 
racy could never be realized (was useful only as a foil to defeat 
an overdone and egotistic nationalism and aristocracy, such 
as Prussia had developed) and would be the ruin of civiliza- 
tion if it were adopted. He did not believe in disarmament, 
but preferred universal compulsory military training, and took 
issue with everything for which President Wilson says we 
stand, with the single exception of defeating Germany in this 
war. 

Over against this un-American Tory we have been privi- 
leged to listen to three Englishmen of late. One was a lead- 
ing English editor, one an official in Lloyd-George’s govern- 
ment, belonging to the liberal party, and the other a Scotch 
preacher of international reputation, residing in America but 
retaining his English citizenship and speaking from the British 
standpoint. The first warned us against English Toryism, the 
second pleaded for saving even German democracy as the high 
goal of the war, and the third, in a series of brilliant lectures, 
defended every fundamental President Wilson advocates. All 
told us in language that stirred everyone to the depths of the 
price our Allies are paying and prayed us hasten to their aid, 
but not one of them confused the issue, asked for a military 
victory without negotiating for peace or demanded the crush- 
ing of the German people. 


* 7 * 
The “Poison of Peace Talk” 


Our overwrought friends talk about the “poison of peace 
talk.” They are unable to discriminate between President 
Wilson’s firm peace talk coupled with determined waging of 
war and Bolshevik nonresistance and academic doctrinairism. 
When we cease to talk peace and adopt a “victory without ne- 
gotiation” plan of action we bow the head of democracy to 
military-mindedness. Clear statement of peace ends and re- 
lentless fighting until they are accepted are not incompatible. 
The story of what Prussia suffered in the Thirty Years’ War 
and in those of Frederic the Great gives little hope of either 
starving her out or of whipping her to death. There is an in- 
telligence among the people now they did not then possess, 
and they are surrounded now with democratic nations as they 
were not then, and thus there is a chance for reason. War 
weariness grows, and peace talk may fight greater battles even 
than military blows by increasing discontent, especially in Aus- 
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tria, where already the Jugo-Slavs have made almost revolu- 
tionary demands and Hungarians are talking of war with 
Germanic Austria. 

Ava W. TayLor. 


A POSTSCRIPT. 
To the Editor: 

My attention has been called to the fact that in my 
article of Feb. 2ist the statement was made that the United 
States was not represented at the Versailles conference. The 
statement was meant to read that we were not “politically” 
represented. This correction will dispose of criticisms made 
on the statement and also justify the writer’s conscientious 
desire to be accurate on matters of fact. &. Wx 2 





The War 


A Weekly Analysis 


VERY THING now depends on the western front. There 
KE it must be decided whether the rule of force shall order 

the world or the rule of reason and of righteousness. 
As I write, the news tells us that great masses of enemy 
troops are gathering in Belgium; that Von Ludendorff has es- 
tablished his headquarters at Spa, seventeen miles southeast 
of Liege, and that Von Hindenburg is “breathing out threat- 
enings and slaughter” against the allies. 

If this news of big concentrations in Belgium be true the 
indications point to an attack on the British front in the ridge 
sector east and northeast of Ypres. However, such indica- 
tions cannot be accepted with any great assurance, since the 
troops now arriving in Flanders may be redistributed, or sent 
south to some other portion of the front. 

Many students of the situation believe the most likely 
place for a powerful enemy blow is in the St. Quentin region, 
where the British and French lines join and where a break 
in the allied front would open the shortest road to Paris. 

It seems probable that an attack will be made also upon 
the front between Verdun and Nancy, occupied by the French 
and American troops. The most serious objection to this 
theory is the difficult nature of the ground and the fact that 
the French hold all the best positions of observational ad- 
vantage. It may be assumed, however, that the enemy will 
be anxious to make America feel the force of his blow. He 
persists in the idea that he can discourage us by piling up cas- 
ualties, although he has probably been cured of his early im- 
pression that American soldiers would prove easy victims for 
his seasoned forces. 

There have been many intimations that Germany will 
spring some ugly surprises on us in this next struggle. If the 
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diabolical ingenuity of the Hun can think up anything more 
horrible than he has yet conceived and attempted, I have no 
doubt these intimations will be justified. Poisoning of wells 
and the innoculation of prisoners with tuberculosis germs are 
methods already employed that demonstrate his capacity for 
any kind of savagery that will serve his purpose. 

The confirmation of the peace treaty with Russia by the 
soviets at Moscow affects but little the situation in the east. 
It is a mere formality. Germany has all her plans made to 
consolidate her conquests and to secure the new road to Per- 
sia, Afghanistan and India that she has opened by way of the 
Black Sea and Trans-Caucasia. Let no one be deluded by her 
promises of autonomy to Poland, the Baltic provinces, the 
Ukraine and other territory. The autonomy will be a strictly 
supervised and controlled autonomy, with Berlin holding these 
“tributary states” in the hollow of her hand. 

Railroad strikes are said to have occurred in Austria, and, 
more significant yet, the rebellious spirit of the Czechs, or 
Bohemians, is manifesting itself daringly in demands and op- 
position to the government. A riotous scene is reported in 
the Austrian parliament, in which German and Czech members 
clashed. If these things continue we may have the request 
for peace negotiations from Vienna that I have predicted as 
not unlikely. But it will be a request approved by Berlin and 
made as much in the interests of Germany as in the interests 
of Austria, and not at all in the interests of freedom and de- 
mocracy. 

Instead of thinking of peace with Austria we should be 
using every method of diplomacy to encourage and incite the 
rebellious spirit of the subject Slavs within the dual monarchy. 
The disintegration of Austria would be the hardest blow to 
Germany short of a crushing defeat on the west front. In 
no way can we better offset the collapse of Russia. I fear 
the allies have neglected a great opportunity in failing to be 
more specific and earnest in their championship of the Czechs 
and Jugo-Slavs. 

American troops last week made their first advance, oc- 
cupying enemy positions which had been heavily shelled by 
our guns. This little gain is the promise of more to come. 
It is good to know we are going forward. 


S. J. Duncan-Cvark. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


“Remember Lot’s Wife” 


Eprtor THe CuristrAn CENTURY: 

I speak without reservation when I say that I believe the 
“Century” is the best edited paper I know of among our people. 
It is the only paper with a forward look. Our people are living 
too much in the past. That the road over which we have come 
has been pleasant, even in spite of our troubles, we must all 
admit, but we should “remember Lot’s wife.” Look ahead, not 
back; look to the future, not the past. 

As R. H. Miller said on a recent occasion: “We had the 
message for the last century. Have we the message for the 
present and coming days?” My own view is that this world will 
never be the same again that it was before this world war. Our 
small communities must realize this before long. With hundreds 
of preachers called into the service of their country, with our 
college classes stripped of the ministerial students, we shall be 
fortunate to have one minister in a village, to say nothing of three 
or four as now. But what kind of a church will they then have 
to minister to? I confess I don’t know, but I am praying that 
my faith may keep strong, and that I will be ready and in the 
work when the change comes. 

As to just what attitude the progressive movement will, and 
should, assume I am not certain, but if I could have my way I 
would have it assume just so much of the task, and furnish just 
so much of the message as possible, and still have the lines of 
cleavage among us made no wider than necessary. 
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That the progressive movement is a real danger to our faith 
is the belief of many of our brethren, I am sure. That it is 
used as an excuse, and for an ulterior motive by some is just 
as apparent. That without the progressive movement our hope 
for the future would indeed be barren, is the belief of an increas- 
ing number of us. That some have the same ideas that Uzziah 
had 3,500 years ago, is plain to be seen. He thought the Ark of 
God would perish without his hand to support it. Our modern 
Uzziahs think the word of God will perish from the earth unless 
they defend it. “They have thrown down thine altars. They 
have slain thy prophets, until I, only I, am left, and they seek 
my life to take it away.” 

7 Stanton E. Hoover. 

Croton, Ohio. 


An Educated and Spiritual Leadership 


Evivor THe CuristiAn CENTURY: 

| have thoroughly enjoyed THe Curistian Century of Feb. 
21. I most heartily endorse all that your editorial on “The Pro- 
gressive Movement” suggests. I think too much stress cannot be 
put on the educated ministry and the deepening of the spiritual 
life, for only to the devout and scholarly can we look for leader- 
ship. Mrs. J. M. Poyntz. 


Richmond, Ky. 


College Students and the “Century” 


Eyiror THe CuristiaAn Century: 

If I may again speak praise of your work without coming 
under the accusation of empty flattery, I wish to express my 
appreciation, and the appreciation of all the older students on 
the campus of this college of your recent editorials on the 
progressive forces, their power, their opportunity, and our 
movement’s need. You write things that cause general dis- 
cussion and meditation and urge to higher thinking. The 
graduate students read the “Century” with increasing interest 
and expectation and are being immeasurably stimulated by it. 
And what is more, I heard a man who has been out in the 
ministry twelve years, and is now back in the school for a short 
period of work, say that you were the one influence in his life 
that had lifted him out of narrowness and dogmatism and 
guided and determined the course of his progressive Chris- 
tian thinking. 

I owe you, and therefore must express the debt, a per- 
sonal tribute of admiration and appreciation. For you have 
been, next to the influence of the professors here, the most 
broadening and stimulating influence in my religious and 
spiritual life. I trust that fortunes may so fall together that 
you may continue to occupy for years to come a position of 
leadership in our brotherhood, for such you certainly now 
hold. 

The weekly war analysis of the “Century” is a splendid 
feature of the paper, and is awaited each week. The organiza- 
tion of the news seems to improve with each issue, and it 
increases in volume and quality. The “Century” is doing a 
ciorious work. May it have long life. 

A CoLiece STUDENT, 


A Time for Aggressive Progress 


Epitror Tue Cristian CENTURY: 

The editorials in the Feb. 21 issue of The Christian Cen- 
tury will undoubtedly interest more people in the Pro- 
gressive movement than can possibly be reached in any other 
way. These articles will encourage some faint-hearted lead- 
ers to take a firmer stand for their belief. 

Living as we do right under the eaves of Eureka college, 
I know what the conditions are here and I have it on good 
authority that other colleges are having the same experiences. 
It seems that now is the time to fight for liberty, to stand 
openly for all set forth in your article, “What Is the Pro- 
gressive Movement?” 

Everyone knows that our churches are not meeting the 
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needs of the people. Too many of our preachers lack the 
courage of their convictions. They are afraid of shaking 
the faith of some one or of causing a division of sentiment 
i: the church. This in itself might be a good thing for many 
who are now but little concerned about spiritual matters 
would begin to think. A division of sentiment in the church 
would surely be better than to continue to compromise. 

As we study Paul’s life we are glad that he was a pro- 
gressive Christian, that he left the Jewish Christians and 
proceeded with his missionary work free from the bondage 
of tradition. 

With the church in a period of transition and the people 
brought together as they are now in a common cause, it 
seems a fitting time for aggressive progress. For my part in 
the work I am trying to get people to read the Century, to 
subscribe for it. 


Mrs. H. K. WHeEtTzeEL. 


Eureka, Ill. 


More for Others Than for Self 


Epitor THe Curistian CENTURY: 

I have ministered in this conservative little city of 2,500 
people in the heart of the Yakima apple district for eleven 
years. We have just placed the church on the Christian effi- 
ciency basis of giving more toward “Go ye and disciple all 
the nation” than we spend on local work. This makes a min- 
istry worth while. I think the same thing could be done any- 
where. A week’s work of faith and prayer would put any 
congregation on this basis. What if we all did it?—this year 
of all the years. Why couldn’t we send out some efficiency 
evangelists—almost every church needs them. Personally 
I feel confident the churches everywhere are ready to respond 
to the big, worth-while things Jesus talks about. Why not 
give them the chance? 

Lee Fercuson. 
Prosser, Wash. 


Disciples Must Make Haste 


Epitor THe Curistian CENTURY: 

I heartily agree with your editorials of February 21 and 
28. You are not hiding your candle under a bushel. Whether 
this aggressive progressivism is timely or not, time will tell. 
I also feel we have been too passive. I believe as you say, 
“Unless we Disciples make haste to deliver our message the 
religious world will have developed beyond our power to 
offer it any distinctive contribution at all.” We wish the 
religious world to understand us. I feel Christian unity is 
coming, and faster than we realize. Can the 1,500 progres- 
sive ministers hold the trench until reinforced by a larger 
educated ministry? 

One suggestion. To me the name Campbell Institute 
might sound partisan. I grant you it was the spirit of 
Campbell to progress toward unity. Yet his name might 
sound in the ears of other communions as partisan, coming 
from a church that has been more or less connected with his 
name. What do you think of the name “Unity Institute” or 
“Institute of Unity?” Which carries the idea better? 

We must be ready for the new world that is coming to 
us. You have sounded the note of preparedness. I pray that 
the Disciples will heartily join in and work to make all Chris- 
tians one in Christ our Lord. 


Joun Bryant. 
Independence, Mo. 





Tue Century is great! Your description of the Progres- 
sive Movement was candid, fair and timely. Would that more 
than 25 percent of our ministry might actively endorse such a 
program. Surely such times as these will quicken the transition 
and break the walls restraining the souls of the more conserva- 
tive. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


FLoyp MERCER. 








The following statement summarizing and re-interpreting 
the recent “heresy” agitation at Transylvania College, Lex- 
ington, Ky., has been issued by President R. H. Crossfield. 
It is our belief that this Transylvania case marks an epoch 
in the history of the liberalization of the colleges of the Dis- 
ciples. In view of the fact that so few and such fragmentary 
references have appeared previously in THe CuristiAn Century, 
we are pleased to give the statement of Dr. Crossfield the wide 
publicity of our pages———The Editor. 


career. In connection with Transylvania College, it has 

trained more than one-third of the present ministerial 
force of the Christian church who have had the opportunity 
of a college education, and perhaps ninety per cent of our 
ministers in Kentucky who have enjoyed like privileges. Its 
representatives have gone to practically every mission field 
maintaind by our people. 

In former years, the work of the College of the Bible was 
carried on by some of the most honored and godly men in the 
Brotherhood, men whose names were household words among 
us, and whose teachings in the college, in the pulpit, and in the 
press have had a large part in shaping the history of the 
Restoration Movement. They were great men, and their lives 
were built into the very structure of the institution. They 
sought to interpret Christ to their generation, and to promote 
the work of the Kingdom in the light of the need of the world. 
They were broad minded, tolerant, truth-seeking, courageous, 
and loved our Lord with a consuming passion. 

These men who had labored together so long and so 
resultfully all passed to their reward within a brief compass 
of time, the decease of Brother McGarvey, President of the 
College of the Bible, occurring in October, 1911. 

In the early part of 1912, after more than three years of 
most harmonious co-labor with President McGarvey, I was 
called to the presidency of the College of the Bible, which 
position I was to hold jointly with my office in Transylvania. 
For some time I declined to consider the honor, but finally 
yielded to the judgment and the earnest solicitation of the 
Board of Trustees and others equally interested in the college, 
who based their insistence upon what they considered a mat- 
ter of duty on my part. In view of the intimate relations of 
Transylvania and the College of the Bible, situated on the 
same campus and in part having an identical student body, 
the joint presidency of the two institutions was considered 
logical and wise. This judgment has been abundantly verified 
by the experience of the intervening years. 


Te College of the Bible has had a long and honorable 


NEW PROFESSORS APPOINTiD 


Immediately upon entering upon the duties of this new 
position, I was confronted with the task of recommending two 
new faculty members. Feeling deeply this responsibility, I 
went about the matter with the greatest care. I searched the 
Brotherhood for men whom I thought would be best fitted 
for these positions. Pronounced Christian character, loyalty 
to vital Christian faith and to our plea in all its essential 
aspects, proved ability, experience and training were the quali- 
ties sought. In addition to my personal knowledge of the 
men under consideration, I wrote numerous letters to out- 
standing and representative men in the Brotherhood whose 
judgment and loyalty were universally recognized. Guided 
by such counsel, I recommended for appointment to the chair 
of Christian History and Doctrine Professor A. W. Fortune, 
and to the chair of Religious Education Professor W. C. 
Rower. 

Shortly afterward, Professor S. M. Jefferson, one of the 
connecting links between the older and the newer profes- 
sors, and a Christian scholar of a rare type, died suddenly 
while returning from his class room, but not until he had given 
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his testimony to his unbounded and enthusiastic confidence in 
Professors Fortune and Bower. This untimely death neces- 
sitated the appointment of still another professor. Following 
the same policy, a search of the Brotherhood was made for 
the best available man. Professor E. E. Snoddy, who for 
eighteen years had been a professor in Hiram College, was 
elected. It should be made emphatic that these appointments 
represented not only my best judgment, and the best judgment 
of the Board, but the collective judgment of a large group of 
the most representative leaders among us. 


CHARGES PREFERRED 


This historical background is recalled in view of the at- 
tack recently made upon the administration and the above 
named professors. The charge of destructive teaching has 
been made by one of the two professors of the older group 
against the administration and three members of the faculty. 

The charges brought by this professor were supported 
by thirteen students and four former students out of a stu- 
dent body of three hundred and thirty-five. Of the thirteen, 
five were more or less advanced students; the remainder were 
immature, and some of them had been on the campus but one 
semester. In one case, and that of a leading witness, the stu- 
dent had been in college but six weeks. 

The following statement from a former sub-freshman, 
published last summer, will serve as an illustration of the char- 
acter of the allegations that have been made by these stu- 
dents: “I am leaving Lexington today, and giving up the 
ministry, at least for the present, to return to my profession 
as an engineer on the Ohio river, because I do not feel that 
I am prepared to preach, or that I can prepare to preach the 
gospel of Christ here.” It would appear from the above that 
this former student was going directly from the class-room to 
the Ohio river, whereas he had not been a student anywhere 
for more than two years before his departure from Lexington. 
It is a well attested fact that almost without exception the 
students who have published statements criticising the pro- 
fessors were loud in their praise of these men up to within a 
short time before the attack was launched. This was particularly 
true of the most hostile of them. 

This accusing professor was further supported in his at- 
tack by one professor in Transylvania—the only one out of a 
teaching staff of twenty-four. However, this Transylvania 
professor frankly admits that he never attended any of the 
classes of the professors whom he criticises. His charges 
were based almost wholly on “impressions” gotten from the 
students whose allegations have been given to the public 
through the press. The remainder of the Transylvania faculty 
promptly and cordially repudiated the position of this one pro- 
fessor by passing a strong resolution of unqualified confidence 
in the administration and in the professors attacked. 


ISSUES INVOLVED 

A careful analysis ef the material published in the public 
press by the opposition discloses the fact that the issues in- 
volved relate to the most vital element of our common Chris- 
tian faith, The charges preferred are the most serious 
that could be brought against Christian teachers, and against 
an institution to which the church has entrusted the training 
of Christian leaders. If true, both the attacked professors 
and the institution would be disqualified and discredited. If, 
as has been charged, the faith of sincere and open-minded 
students was being destroyed in wholesale fashion, the insti- 
tution would merit the severe censure of the church, and such 
a reconstruction as a sound public opinion would demand. In 
view of the gravity of these charges, all evidence presented 
should be offered by mature and competent witnesses, should 
be carefully verified, and should be presented before a compe- 
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tent body, capable of taking official action. 
Board of Trustees. 

One of the most surprising and disappointing features of 
the charges preferred is their intense personal character. Is- 
sues that involve such fundamental problems might well be 
discussed upon a high and impersonal plane by the ablest men 
among us, wholly apart from the personal motives. 

On the contrary, the public is presented with the discus- 
sion of a congeries of personalities on such a low plane as to 
offend the good taste and sense of propriety of cultured 
Christians. Such a method of presenting the “evidence” at 
once removes the discussion from the field of high minded in- 
vestigation, and from the sphere of legitimate criticism which 
every public man and institution must rightfully expect, to 
that of a personal attack. 


Such a body is the 


INVESTIGATION BY BOARD 


When a statement of these charges, in the form of a pe- 
tition, was presented to the Board of Trustees by a group of 
ten students last March, the charges having heen previously 
mailed to several hundred ministers in the Brotherhood, and 
when the professor who was leading the attack made his 
charges of destructive teaching through the public press, the 
Board of Trustees was convened to hear the charges, and to 
render a judgment in the case. After a prolonged discussion 
(it must be remembered that there were no precedents avail- 
able), a program of procedure was adopted which seemed to 
the Board preeminently fair and just to all parties concerned. 
It was agreed that as Disciples of Christ, the members of the 
Board could in no sense be a party to a heresy trial, the 
trusted and time-honored instrument of sectarianism to en- 
force conformity. The Board accordingly announced its de- 
sire and purpose to conduct a thorough-going investigation 
of the teaching of the professors under criticism in order to 
ascertain their fitness, in the light of these charges, to continue 
to teach in the college. The Board explicitly stated that the 
professor who was leading the opposition was to have every 
opportunity of presenting every available bit of evidence from 
every possible source in support of the grave charges he had 
preferred. The attacked professors were to have similar gpriv- 
ileges. The leader of the opposition was to have the oppor- 
tunity of asking any questions he might wish of his colleagues 
through the chairman or members of the Board, and the ac- 
cused professors were to have the same right. 

In arriving at this program of procedure, much time was 
consumed by the insistent demands of the leader of the oppo- 
sition for a procedure based upon the form of a heresy trial, 
and upon his being supplied with a copy of the stenographic 
record of the proceedings. In the light of subsequent events, 
it appears perfectly clear as to what use the stenographic 
report was to have been put, had the Board found in favor 
oi the accused, and against the attacking professor. The men 
under criticism were willing that a stenographic record of 
the proceedings be made, with the understanding, however, 
that the report should be owned and released by the Board, 
but not by either side of the controversy. 


A PROFESSOR RESIGNS 


After much reluctance, accompanied by a threat to re- 
sign, the attacking professor finally decided to proceed on 
the terms adopted by the Board. He introduced his first wit- 
ness, but before the cross-examination of the witness was 
completed, this professor withdrew from the investigation 
and presented his resignation as a member of the faculty. 
This act of insubordination in withdrawing made the work 
of the Board in conducting further investigation more diffi- 
cult. After the failure of this professor to submit his alleged 
evidence in support of his charges, the Board requested the 
students who had presented the petition attacking the profes- 
sors to appear before them. This they flatly refused to do, 
following the lead of their chief. 

In the publicity campaign waged against the college, the 
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Board has been frequently criticised for what has been called 
lack of thoroughness in its investigation. It will readily be 
seen from the foregoing that any failure in this respect was 
due to the failure of the leader of the opposition and those 
associated with him, to substantiate their charges, after the 
Board had been called in special session for the specific pur- 
pose of hearing any facts they might have in their possession. 

After this professor and his student followers had re- 
fused to substantiate the charges before the Board, the Board 
called before it the students who had been quoted in the peti- 
tion previously mentioned. It soon discovered that the 
quotations attributed to these students were unsupported by 
facts. 

The Board then invited the attacked professors before it, 
at which time all of the fundamental points involved in the 
allegations published since that time were fully discussed and 
the position of the professors ascertained. While the subse- 
quently published “testimony” has multiplied fragmentary and 
detailed statements purporting to represent the attacked pro- 
fessors, no fundamental issue has been raised that was not 
before the Board at the time of the investigation. Each of 
the professors stated fully his position with reference to the 
points at issue. The members of the Board questioned them 
thoroughly. The professors expressed their willingness to 
answer all questions, even to the extent of revealing their pri- 
vate opinions. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD 


The series of statements issued in recent Bulletins by 
Professors Fortune, Snoddy and Bower substantially repre- 
sent the positions taken before the Board at the time of this 
investigation. Upon the basis of these positions now given 
to the public, the Board reached its conclusions on May 9, 
1917. The findings of the Board were as follows: 


“The Board has found no teaching in this College by any 
member of the faculty that is out of harmony with the fun- 
damental conceptions and convictions of our Brotherhood 
which relate to the inspiration of the Bible as the divine word 
of God, divinely given, and of divine authority, or to the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, or to the plea of our people. 

“The Board has found no student whose faith in any of 
these things has been shaken, but has had evidence that the 
faith of many students has been strengthened. 

“The Board believes that the disposition to preserve the 
good of the past, combined with the ability to improve for the 
task of the present, should be the underlying principle of its 
trusteeship of this institution. 

“The Board further believes that it is impossible to have 
agreement among members of the faculty on all points re 
lating to the interpretation and application of the Scriptures 
and to God’s methods of working, nor is it important that 
there should be such agreement. 

“The Board prayed most earnestly for the guidance of 
our heavenly Father in its investigations and conclusions, and 
believes that He has answered these prayers, and gives Him 
the praise, and looks to Him to bless with His leadership this 
institution which is so dear to the hearts of our people. 

“That the brotherhood may know from their own state- 
ments something of the vital teachings of these brethren in 
their class-rooms, we have invited them to submit a brief 
statement of their teaching on the points in question.” 


(Continued next week) 





For the everlasting shelter and reward of that city are not for 
them whose hands are full, but for them whose hands are clean; 
not for them who have won honors, but for them who have learned 
humility; not for the successful, but for the unselfish; not for the 
clever, but for the faithful; not for them that have won the world 
as their prize, but for them that have overcome the world by the 
grace of that eternal life Christ giveth unto them that trust and 
follow him.—Percy C. Ainsworth. 













































The Larger Christian World 


A Department of Interdenominational Acquaintance 


New York Clergy Declare 
for National Prohibition. 


eral called meeting of the clergy of New York City and 
vicinity, held under the auspices of the Anti-Saloon 
League of New York in Marble Collegiate Church. The meeting 
was largely attended despite blizzard and 
fuel order, and the action was unanimous. 
We quote from the resolutions: “1. We 
respectfully urge the President of th. 
United States to stand for immediate 
war prohibition by Congressional enact- 
ment, in view of the limitation upon his 
‘ own power in the premises contained in 
the Food Conservation Act. 2. We call 
upon the United States Senators from 
New York and the members of Congress 
from districts represented by our con- 
stituency to do their utmost at the ear- 
liest possible date, to give us national 
prohibition for the duration of the war and the period of de- 
mobilization, and upon our State Senators and Assemblymen 
to pass the War Prohibition Bill introduced at 
pending action by Congress. 3. We denounce as a 
liquor subterfuge the proposal to submit to a popular referen- 
dum the question of ratification of the Federal Prohibition 
Amendment when there is no warrant in law for such action, 


RR ct cated me were adopted and action taken by a gen- 


Rev. O. F. Jordan 


Emergency 
\Ibany, 


and when such a vote if taken will have no binding force and 
will settle nothing. We call upon our representatives in the 
legislature to ratify this amendment at once and thereby give 
expression to the moral convictions of the people of the State.” 

The resolutions were signed by David James Burrell, pas- 
tor of the Marble Collegiate Church. He acted as chairman of 
the meeting. 


Installation of Dr. Joseph Fort 
Newton at City Temple, London 


A great service was held in the City Temple, London, 
recently when Rev. Joseph Fort Newton, who came from a 
small town in lowa, to England, was formally installed as 
the pastor of the leading Protestant church of London and 
perhaps of the world. His predecessor, Dr. R. J. Campbell, 
was present, and on the platform was Miss Maud Royden, 
the pulpit assistant in the City Temple. Dr. Campbell con- 
fessed that he had misgivings when a pastor was called for 
the City Temple from America, in the midst of war condi- 
tions, but said that when he met Rev. Mr. Newton his mis- 
givings vanished. Dr. Newton’s sermon on the day of the in- 
stallation has been described as “inspiring, full of vision and 
power.” 


Billy Sunday Meetings in Chicago 

Given Good Support 

silly Sunday closed his work in Washington after having 
many laurels there. Though not supported by all the 
ministers he had the usual number of trail hitters, but his 
personal offering did not reach the twenty thousand which 
had been expected, amounting only to seventeen thousand dol- 
lars. The opening day in Chicago was very encouraging, 
with the tabernacle filled at every service. The newspapers 
have given the movement more space than the most enthus- 
jastic supporters of Mr. Sunday could have expected, even 
the cartoonists lending their art to the movement. Though 
half the Protestant churches of Chicago are outside the cam- 
paign, there is for the most part an atmosphere of sympathy. 
Voliva, the Zionite, and Mangasarian, the free-thinker, have 
expressed their violent disapproval of Mr. Sunday, the for- 
mer attacking his character. 


won 


Training School for Chaplains 
Assures High Standards 


The office of chaplain is taking on a new dignity in the 
present war and this dignity is to be earned by efficiency. 
The army is planning to establish a training school for chap- 
lains at Fort Monroe, Va., where the prospective chaplains 
will receive a training comparable with the officers’ course. 
Such an eminent man as Dr. Henry Van Dyke has recently 
enlisted as a chaplain in the navy and other chaplains are 
being enlisted for the navy who are above the usual age limit. 
It is the purpose of the department to provide every ship 
with a chaplain. The house of representatives has been hold- 
ing up the chaplain’s bill agreed upon by the religious leaders 
of America and recently endorsed by General Pershing, but 
they will doubtless be compelled to act before long. 


Presbyterian Moderator Visits Chicago 


The Presbyterian church has probably never had a more 
active moderator than Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman is this year. 
He recently visited Chicago and spoke at the Presbyterian 
Social Union. At the same meeting there was an address by 
Rev. Norman B. Barr, the head of Olivet Institute, a large 
social settlement which is conducted on evangelical lines. 


Religious Education Association Will Not Meet 


The Religious Education Association had announced its 
annual meeting for Atlantic City, March 4-6. Owing to war 
conditions the meeting has been given up. here was held a 
conference of leaders in the McAlpin hotel, New York, March 
5 and 6. There will probably be a curtailing of religious 
meetings in various sections of the country this year as a war 
economy. 


Home Mission Council Secures Leader 


_ The Home Mission Council is formed of representatives 
from eighteen home missionary societies of various denomi- 
nations. At the meeting of the Council in January, Dr. Alfred 
Williams of Maine was made the executive secretary. He 
was the leader in the movement which brought about the 
union of free Baptist churches with the regular Baptists. Dr. 
Williams has rendered a great service in the state of Maine 
with the State Church Federation in reducing the number 
of churches in villages, and in this work has accumulated ex- 
perience for his larger task. He will have headquarters in 
the Presbyterian building in New York. 


Finds Lincoln Guide for Present 


Lincoln’s birthday was fittingly celebrated in the Episco- 
pal cathedral in Boston and the famous theological teacher, 
Dean George Hodges, delivered the address, in which he 
found a Lincoln guide for the problems of today. He said: 
“We are not concerned at this time with what Lincoln ac- 
complished, but with the man himself. In the ca‘amity of 
war, with defeat after defeat, and the cares of political life, 
he stood calm and serene. He recognized that God was om- 
nipotent and he always sought His aid. If he failed he be- 
lieved that it was God's will that he should fail.” 


Quakers Change Views 


A number of prominent Quakers in this country have pub- 
licly renounced the pacifist views which are a tenet with them. 
Among those who have changed their minds is Professor 
George A. Barton of Bryn Mawr College. He asserts that he 
never really studied the question of war and that a real exam- 
ination of the problem leads him to the conviction that Amer- 
ca’s part in this war is a sacred duty to God. 


Orvis F. Jorps.x. 
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News of the Churches 


Home-Going of Guatee e A. Faris, 


Well Known Texas Disciple 


After an illness of more than two 
months, George A. Faris, for many years 
a leader among the churches of Texas, 
and for several years editor of the 
Christian Courter, published at Dallas, 
passed to his reward. His death oc- 
curred at the home of his son, Cecil 
Faris, to which he was brought from a 
hospital at Corpus Christi about three 
weeks before his passing. Mr. Faris was 
born in Tennessee and came to Texas in 
1880. During thirty-eight years spent in 
Texas, he served as pastor of the fol- 
lowing churches: Grandview, Cleburne, 
Waxahachie, Italy, Corsicana, Abilene, 
Thorps Springs, Weatherford, Paris, 
Gainesville, McKinney, North Dallas and 
Hereford. In all, his ministry covered 
forty-three years, nine years of which he 
was in charge of the Christian Courier. 
The funeral of the deceased was con- 
ducted by pastors H. M. Gilmore, of 
Ennis, and John W. Holsapple, of Bryan. 
Mr. Faris’s last regular work was with 
the church at Canyon City, Tex, where 
he ministered on Sundays. Mr. Faris 
was the father of Professor E. E. Faris, 
of the psychology department of the 
University of Iowa, and well-known as 
a pioneer .missionary of the Foreign 
Society to the Congo district in Africa. 
The deceased is survived by his wife, two 
sons and a daughter. A. J. Bush, veteran 
Texas leader, says of his departed 
friend: “Mr. Faris was one of our 
trongest men, physically and mentally. 
Few men had a larger vision of the 
church and its mission than he. His 
message was always strong and clothed 
in the best of English; was logical and 
clear. His editorials during his long term 
s editor of the Christian Courier were 
of the best and most helpful. Truly a 
prince in Israel has fallen.” 


Unique Patriotic Service 
At Canton, Mo. 


The church at Canton, Mo., had a 
patriotic service on March 10 with the 
unfurling of three flags. The congrega- 
tion sang “America” and after com- 
munion service Pres. J. H. Wood, of 
Culver- -Stockton College, paid a brief 
tribute to “Old Glory” and unfurled the 
flag while the congregation sang “The 
Star Spangled Banner.” Mrs. C. J. 
Horne paid a fitting tribute to the boys 
in service, and on behalf of the Loyal 
Women’s class unfurled a service flag 
with twelve stars on it. The congrega- 
tion sang Dr. Van Dyke’s stanza of 
“America,” “God Bless Our Splendid 
Men.” Miss Merle Ward, on behalf of 
the “Circle” girls, presented a beautiful 
Conquest flag bearing seven white 
crosses, representing the seven former 
Culver-Stockton students who are now 
missionaries on the foreign field, and 
the people joined heartily in singing 
“The Son of God Goes Forth to War.” 
After the singing of “The Recessional” 
the pastor, George L. Peters, spoke on 
Ree mp, the World Free.” The service 

nade a deep impression on a large audi- 
ence. 


Northwestern Ohio Leaders 
In Enthusiastic Meeting 


W. D. Van Voorhis, of the Findlay, 
Ohio, church, writes of a recent meeting 
of the Northwestern Ohio Ministerial 


Association, which meets monthly at 
Central church, Toledo, and which in- 
cludes in its membership all the Dis- 
ciples ministers of that section of the 
state. At the noon hour of the day of 
meeting the men take luncheon together 
at the Y. W. C. A. headquarters just 
across the way. To the fellowship of the 
Association all Disciples within reach of 
Toledo are invited. All expenses are 
pooled, so that all share alike. The meet- 
ing of March 11 was addressed by Mr. 
Vernon W. Smith, an attorney of Cen- 
tral church, Toledo, on “A Layman's 
Responsibilities to the Kingdom.” The 
address struck fire, reports Mr. Van 
Voorhis. A number of those present 
were fresh from the Men and Millions 
conference held the Thursday previous 
at Columbus. The association put itself 
on record as being in hearty accord 
with the effort now on to complete the 
work of the Men and Millions Move- 
ment, and the men pledged themselves to 
stand loyally behind the campaign in 
their several local fields. 


Plans for the New York 
Community House 


No more important work can be done 
this year by the churches than to assist 
the Board of Church Extension by large 
offerings to remodel and equip its Com- 
munity house in New York City, for 
work among foreign immigrants. The 
property is an old residence located at 


The Kansas Ministerial Institute at 
its meeting last year created a perma- 
nent Committee on Reading and Study 
Courses and gave instructions to the 
committee to prepare and present a sug- 
gestive Course of Ministerial Study for 
consideration and adoption by the In- 
stitute. The committee has prepared the 
following attractive list of books for 
four years: 

First Year 

1. “Life of Christ” Harmony of the 
Gospels, Burton and Stevens. 

2. “Acts of Apostles,” McGarvey. 

3. “The Making of the Sermon,” 
Hoyt. 

4. “The Church School,” Athearn. 

5. “History of the Restoration Move- 
ment,” Moore. 


Collateral Reading 

“Individual Work for Individuals,” 
Trumbull. 

“Christ in Literature,” Hillis. 

“Men of Yesterday,” Grafton. 

“The Pastor and Missions,” Brown. 

“Ancient and Medieval History,” 
Myers. 

Second Year 

1. “Old Testament History,” San: 

2. “Beacon Lights ot Phophecy,” 
Knudson. 

3. “The Preacher,” Jowett. 

4. “How We Got Our Bible,” Smythe. 

5. “The Graded Sunday School in 
Principle and Practice,” Cope. 

6. “Home Missions,” Douglass. 


Collateral Reading 
“Life of Alexander Campbell,” Rich- 


ardson. 
“Life of Isaac Errett,” Lamar. 
Hostlin. 


“Life of Martin Luther,” 
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147 Second avenue. It will be remod- 
eled in such a way as to contain four 
floors, in which will be an office, audi- 
torium for the purpose of worship and 
other public meetings, library and read- 
ing rooms, class rooms for Bible school 
and day school services, club rooms for 
social service and living quarters for a 
janitor and superintendent of the work. 
Including the original purchase price 
and the remodeling, the building will 
cost the board close to $70,000. The 
American Society is to furnish trained 
superintendents to conduct the work and 
the management will be under the 
American Board and the Disciples Mis- 
sionary Union of New York City. The 
Russian mission will move into the 
building when completed and this will 
be the nucleus of a larger work among 
the Russian peoples. The work which is 
to be done in this Community house, 
and by means of it, in the foreign sec- 
tion of New York City, will be as tru! 
and genuinely missionary as any to be 
found in the world. 


*- + 


—Joseph Myers, Jr., of Transylvania 
College, has been called to the pastorate 
at Millersburg, Ky., to succeed C. O. 
Cossaboom. He has already begun this 
new work, but continues his studies at 
the college. 


—J. B. Hunter, who is at the Y. M. 
C. A. headquarters at Kelly Aviation 
Field, San Antonio, Tex., writes that the 
Y. M. C. A. there greatly enjoyed one 
night recently because of a visit from 
Edgar DeWitt Jones. Dr. Jones spoke 
to seven hundred or more young men 


Poe = Sthitoes Will Read 


“Life of John Calvin.” 
“Life of John Wesley,” 
Third Year 
1. “Teaching of the Books,” Willett 
and Campbell. 
9 
3. 


Telford. 


“Preacher Problems,” Moore. 
“Church History,” Newman Vol. I 
4. “Wisdom Literature of Old Testa- 
ment.” 
5. “Social Principles of Jesus,” 
schenbusch. 
6. “Varieties of 
ence,” James. 


Collateral Reading 


“The Fact of Christ,” Simpson. 
“The Social Work of the Church,” 
Ward. 


Rau- 


Religious Experi- 


Fourth Year 


1. “Life of Paul,” Conneybeare a: 
Howson. 

2. “Church History,” Newman (Vol. 
II). 

3. “Theology,” Clarke. 

4. “Educational Evangelism,” 
Kinley. 

5. “Historical Geography of the Holy 
Land,” Smith. 


Collateral Reading 
“The Call of the World,” Doughty. 
“The Church and Community,” Tippy. 


The committee recommends for read- 
ing books for 1918-1919: 

1. “The Meaning of Prayer,” 

2. “The Bible, Its Nature 
Origin,” Dodds. 

The committee is composed of the fol- 
lowing: O. L. Smith, chairman; W. Y 
Allen, D. Y. Donaldson and Arthur 
Braden. 


Mc- 


Fosdick. 
and 
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on the subject, “The Father of the 
Prodigal Son.” Mr. Hunter reports: “it 
was by far the most Christian message 
which has been delivered in our build- 
ing. So many civilian preachers think 
they have to deliver a Fourth of July 
address when they preach to soldiers. 
Heaven only knows how tired the boys 
get with such speakers. Dr. Jones’ mes- 
sage was a quiet presentation of the 
father as the hero of the parable of 
parables. I know a number of fellows 
who have written their fathers letters 
of love and appreciation since hearing 
this recent message.” 


—Martha Stout Trimble, minister at 
Merriam, Kan., is speaking nightly at a 
community revival being held at the 
church there during March. The follow- 


ing are some of her subjects: “Quo 
Vadis?” “God's Questionnaire,” “Thou 
Art Weighed,” “The Disappointing 


Christ,” “A Finished Life,” “The Slighted 
Guest,” “The Devil’s Chain Gang,” 
“After Death What?” “Christ Victor- 
ious,” “Meaning of Calvary.” 


—There have been seventy accessions 
to the membership at Brookfield, Mo., 
church during the past year of service 
of A. L. Cole, eighteen of these coming 
quite recently. A service flag of twelve 
stars was dedicated a few days ago 


—K. N. Nance, formerly Disciple pas- 
tor at Hutchinson, Kans., but who spent 
several months as an ambulance driver 
in France, recently gave an address at 
Wellington, Kans., the meeting being 
under the direction of the War Activities 
Board of the city and county. H. W 
Hunter, minister at Wellington, reports 
that “Mr. Nance has a great story to 
tell.” 


—D. B. Titus. the new leader at Gal- 
veston, Tex., is making excellent prog- 
ress in developing this difficult work. An 
interesting feature of his weekly pro- 
gram is a Tuesday afternoon class of 
women who are studying “New Testa- 
ment Times” preparatory to a study of 
the Life of Christ. The interest in the 
class is said to be “intense.” 


—W. E. M. Hackleman is leading the 
music in a union meeting in Boulder, 
Colo. Seven churches are co-operating, 
among them the Disciples church, R. A 
Schell pastor. The preaching is being 
done by the ministers of the various 
churches. The interest in the meeting is 
increasing, Mr. Hackleman reports, and 
a great ingathering is expected by all 
the participating churches 

—Church Welfare week at Bethany 
Assembly, August 4-10, is to be of un- 
usual interest this year. President F. W. 
Burnham, President Edgar D. Jones, 
Secretary H. H. Peters, Secretary C. W 
Cauble, Senator Jas. E. Watson and 
others will speak. F. D. Kershner and 
Z. T. Sweeney have been invited to 
speak during the week, and will, without 
doubt, be present also. 


The new church edifice at Fountain- 








town, Ind., will be dedicated on Easter 
Sunday, March 31. Morning, afternoon 
and evening services will be held. C. W. 
Cauble of Indianapolis will be master of 
ceremonies for the day. The building 
stands at the very center of the town 
upon the best building site in the town. 
It is equipped with a good: basement, 
kitchen, baptistry, class rooms and art 
glass windows. oover, state 
evangelist for the eastern district, has 
been reorganizing this work. 


—Richmond Street church, Cincinnati, 
O., expects to have the assistance of 
Traverse Harrison, of Bellefontaine, O., 
for a meeting in May. The Brooks 
brothers will soon hold a meeting for 
the Latonia, O., church, of which H. C. 
Runyon is leader. 

—Charles Darsie of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
is taking hold of the Bible school work 
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in Western Pennsylvania under the 
American Society. His work is both as 
office and field worker. A limited amount 
of his time may be had for field engage- 
ment. 


—M. B. Wood, of the mission at 
Jayamon, Porto Rico, writes that the 
mission is very much alive. V. C. Car- 
penter, superintendent of rural work, has 
recently built two small chapels. The 
new agricultural school in the former 
orphanage plant is doing efficient work 
On February 27 the Second church was 
organized, with fifty-nine members— 
about’ forty having taken letters from 
First church. There were about forty 
additions at the mission during Feb- 
ruary. 

—A. H. Cooke, of the Parke Avenue 
churches, Des Moines, writes that he is 
preaching a series of Sunday morning 





Homes 


Christian Orphans’ Home, St. Louis, 
Mo., has an average family of 175. Re- 
ceives orphans from babyhood to twelve 
years of age. Aids widows of the Chris- 
tian churches, giving them employment 
or boarding their children. 

Cleveland Christian Orphanage, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, has an average family of 


seventy. It is full to the limit and needs 
a new building. 
Colorado Christian Home, Denver 


Colo., has a family of forty-five depend- 
ent upon it. It is the most popular insti- 
tution in Denver. 

Southern Christian Home, Atlanta, 
Ga., is our only orphanage in the South- 
east. It provides comfort and care for 
fifty. This Home is crowded. Scores 
turned away each year. Needs a new 
building. 

The Juliette Fowler Christian Orphans’ 
Home, Dallas, Tex., is located in a new 
building and has a capacity for fifty 
children. The family numbers forty- 
eight. It needs money to complete the 
building. This Home has cared for 500. 
Its greatest need is money with which 
to double its capacity. 

Child Saving Institute, Omaha, Neb. 
For twenty-three years the doors of the 
Child Saving Institute have stood open 
day and night to welcome and protect 
homeless, distressed children, without 
reference to creed or nationality. It has 
a capacity of 100 and is full all of the 
time. The Institute, by the use of mod- 
ern equipment, by the use of the best 
certified milk, by the use of scientific 
feeding, and by the trained nurse and 
skilled physician, holds the world’s 
record for low mortality among babies. 
It seldom has less than fifty young 
babies. 

The Christian Home for the Aged, 
Jacksonville, Ill, provides a Christian 


home for aged Christians who are home. 
less, saving them from suffering and the 
humiliation of the poorhouse. This 
Home is now serving as a sweet retreat 
for thirty-two aged, indigent disciples 
of Christ. Present need—more room. 

Havens Home for the Aged, East 
Aurora, N. Y., stands as an open door of 
helpful welcome to needy, aged servants 
of our Lord. The family consists of 
twenty-five. 

The Southern Christian Home for the 
Aged, Dallas, Tex., provides a home for 
aged, indigent members of the church. 
Capacity, thirty. 

Northwestern Christian Home, Walla 
Walla, Wash., stands as an open door 
of helpful welcome to needy, aged serv- 
ants of our Lord in the Northwest. It 
has a family of twenty. There is a mort- 
gage of $8,000 on this Home. It must be 
paid. 

The California Christian Home for the 
Aged, Long Beach, Cal., provides a 
Christian home for aged Christians who 
are homeless. 

Valparaiso Christian Hospital, Val- 
paraiso, Ind., has done a fine work since 
it was opened five years ago. Hundreds 
have been treated in the name of the 
Great Physician. 

The Christian Church Hospital, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., is one of the best equipped 
hospitals in the country. It represents 
an investment of $500,000. It has 150 
beds. It has been full since it was 
opened. It has already rendered fine 
charity service. It is not an integral 
part of the Association’s work. Founded 
by friends of this Association and 
pledged to become affiliated, it belongs 
to the Brotherhood. 

These institutions with their families 
all depend upon the Easter offering, 
March 31. 
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sermons on “The Teaching of Jesus.” 
This is being done in the belief that 
men need today a clear exposition of the 
message of Jesus to the world. 


—The church at Niagara Falls, N. Y., 
gave $1,222.63 to missions last year. 


—The Idaho State Sunday School 
Association will hold its annual conven- 
tion at Twin Falls early in April. Roy, 
K. Roadruck will be a leader. 


—A mortgage on the church property 
at Caldwell, Idaho, to which work F. L. 
Cook ministers, was burned last month. 


—F. W. Condit, who has been serving 
the union church of Congregationalists 
and Disciples at Hamilton, Mo., for four 
years, will perhaps leave this field for 
other work. Mr. Condit is a busy man, 
serving as pastor of the union church; 
as Grand Chaplain of the Missouri Odd 
Fellows; as Chairman of the Hamilton 
Red Cross chapter; as a Four Minute 
Man, and as a member of the county 
committee for the Third Liberty loan. 
Mr. Condit is a Christian University 
graduate. 


| NEW YORK 


—W. H. Bell, from Indiana, is the new 
pastor at Henning, III. 


—At the district convention to be held 
at Watseka, Ill, May 16-17, Miss Cyn- 
thia Pearl Maus, of the American Society 
sible School department, will be one of 
the leaders. 





CENTRAL CHURCH 
142 West 8ist Street 
Finis S. Idleman, Minister 








—M. M. Amunson, state president of 
New York Discipledom, has accepted 
an appointment as Y. M. C. A. secretary 
at the front in France. He has already 
left for service. 


—W. C. Fowler, for two years leader 
at Kensington church, Buffalo, N. Y., 
has resigned. Under his ministrations 
the church has been completely rebuilt 
and has become a real community cen- 
ter. B. W. Tate began his service at 





Englewood church, Buffalo, March 1, 
somting to New York from Mt. Vernon, 


—The New York Disciples will meet 
in convention this year at Gloversville, 
May 21-23. G. W. Morgan is minister 
in this little city located at the foot of 
the Adirondacks. 


—Secretary Mohorter, of the National 
Benevolent Association, writes that if 
the Easter offering fails this year, the 
association will suffer great hardships 
during the next year. The twelve in- 
stitutions of the association, located in 
all parts of the country, depend abso- 
lutely on this offering. 


—J. J. Hutchinson, of Grand Junction, 
Colo., has accepted a call to the pas- 
torate at Missoula, Mont., to succeed 
George H. Bassett. He will begin the 
new work early in April. 


—Frank W. Mutchler, of Grant Park 
church, Des Moines, has conducted an 
average of three funerals per week dur- 
ing the past year. He had twenty-two 
weddings in one month. He is a mem- 
ber of the exemption board of the dis- 


trict and has been designated “the 
busiest man in Des Moines.” 
—Clarence Lemmon, of Hastings, 


Neb., and R. E. Deadman, of Auburn, 
Neb., have returned to their pastorates 
after service under the Y. M. C. A. at 
the training camps. W. D. Ryan and 
John R. Ewers are both back at their 
home tasks at Central, Youngstown, O., 
and East End, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


—C. R. Neel has resigned at Bethany, 
Neb., and will take up army work under 
the Y. M. C. A. He has served the 
Bethany church for five years. 


—All the services at First church, Lin- 
coln, Neb., on March 10 pertained to 
“the beginnings of the church in Lin- 
coln.” The oldest members—in point 
of membership—told of the early tradi- 
tions and the organization of First 
church at the morning service. At the 
evening service Aylsworth 
preached and some interesting stereop- 
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ticon pictures of church life in Lincoln 
during the past fifty years were shown. 


—The National Benevolent Associa- 
tion recently received a gift of $500 as 
a memorial in the name of a daughter 
who had passed on. The gift will be 
used to furnish a ward in the new hos- 
pital annex of the Christian Orphans 
Home. 


—The young men’s and young wom- 
en’s classes of the school at West Pike 
Peak, Colo., church recently presented to 
the church and school two service flags. 
One contained four stars representing 
the boys in army and navy service and 
the other, with small red crosses, repre- 
sented three of the pee people of the 
congregation who have entered upon 
some form of special Christian service. 
One of these last is John H. Booth, of 
church extension fame. 


—The Disciples at Newmanville, IIl., 
are co-operating with the Methodists to 
reorganize a community Bible school. 


—Jacksonville, Ill, is to entertain one 
of the district conventions this year, the 
date being May 9-10, and O. C. Bolman, 
district evangelist, being in charge. 


RI 
MEMORIAL CHUEGH OF CHRIST 
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—At a meeting of the Men and Mil- 
lions leaders with the ministers and 
other leaders of Indiana at the Claypool 
Hotel, Indianapolis, plans were made for 
the $250,000 drive throughout that state, 
to begin April 1. Five hundred repre- 
sentatives of the churches of the state 
were present. 


—Secretary Muckley, of the Church 
Extension Board, has been participating 
in the Men and Millions campaigns in 
California and the Northwest, and will 
assist in the $2,500,000 Emergency drive 
in state conferences from Philadelphia 
to Denver and in the southern states 
through this month. 


—The Independence, 














Mo., church, 





comfortable and happy. 


year. 





HAPPY! WELL WE SHOULD SMILE 


All of the 515 children now in the Homes of The National Benevolent Association are 
In 30 years 9347 have been blessed with Christian care. 


depend for the continuance of our happiness upon 


THE ANNUAL OFFERING EASTER SUNDAY 


It will require at least $50,000 in the Easter Offering and $100,000 more during the 
The Association is serving all the Brotherhood. 


every member of every church. Unless you do your part it will not be done. 
suffer and others will be denied the blessings of a good home. 


PLEASE PUT A SMILE ON THE FACES OF 


65 of us babies under one year old, 

40 widows, our mothers, 

110 of your brethren in poverty and old age, 
450 of us boys and girls needing a home and a chance to live 


BY A LIBERAL OFFERING 
Make checks and drafts payable to Mrs. J. K. Hansbrough, and send to 


THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 





It is the work of every church and 


2955 N. Euclid Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


We 


We will 
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REMEMBER 


The Easter Week of Prayer, March 24—31 
The Emergency Drive, April 1—6 


MEN AND MILLIONS MOVEMENT, Cincinnati, Ohio 








which recently lost its building by fire, 
will rebuild for larger work, it is re- 
ported. 


—W. G. Winn, who leads at Irving 
Park, Chicago, has received a substan- 
tial raise in his salary, in appreciation 
of his fruitful work in this field. 


—J. E. Wolfe, who has been leading 
at Independence, Mo., for three months, 
has been chosen as one of the war speak- 
ers of the district by the Public Informa- 
tion Bureau. 


—Earle M. Todd, formerly president 
of Culver-Stockton College, Canton, Mo., 
is at present director of social service 
and pastor of the community church at 
Harlington, Tex. 


—Asa McDaniel has resigned from 
the pastorate at Rensselaer, Ind. 


—Fourth Street church, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., has recently purchased a 
desirable lot preparatory to erecting a 
$10,000 building. 


—Frederick F. Grim, formerly min- 
ister at Lawrenceburg, Ky., who has re- 
cently gone to Atlantic Christian Col- 
lege, Wilson, N. C., is taking charge of 
the classes of President R. A. Smith that 
the president may devote all his time to 
administrative work. 


—Professors E. E. Snoddy and W. C. 
Bower, of Transylvania College, ad- 
dressed the teachers’ association of the 
city of Lexington, Ky., this year. Pro- 
fessor Snoddy’s subiect was “An Ethi- 
cal Philosophy for Americans,” and Pro- 
fessor Bower’s “The Making of a 
Teacher.” 


—Transylvania College lost sixteen 
more of her men to government service 
early this month when sixteen students 
went south for training for hospital 
service. 


—The Springport, Ind., church leads 
the chruches of the state in its average 
giving for missions. This is a rural 
church of 200 members and gives $649 
to missions, not including offerings of 
organizations of the church. L. D. Wyatt 
is the leader at Springport. 


—R. O. Wickham has left the work at 
Ligonier, Ind. 


—The Jackson Street church, Muncie, 
Ind., under Pastor F. E. Smith’s admin- 
istration, gave $5,000 to missions last 
year and added 238 persons to its mem- 
bership. 


—A recent revival series at Elwood, 
Ind., under the leadership of the O. E. 
Hamilton party, resulted in 257 additions 
to the congregation. Robert Sellers is 
now serving in his thirteenth year at 
Elwood. The Hamiltons are now at 
Anderson, Ind. 


—John W. Street, living link for Bar- 
tholomew county, Ind., as rural worker 
in Brown county, has been employed by 
Purdue University and the United States 
department of agriculture as supervisor 
and adviser in Brown county. 


—The enrollment at Butler College, 
Ind., for the present semester is 353; 
last semester it was 403 and a year ago 


381. Military training is now compul- 
sory at Butler. All the men take drill 
either at 7 in the morning or at 11:30. 
Instruction is given by Lieut. Archibald 
Brown, who was commissioned at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison last summer. 


—Edgar F. Daugherty, the new leader 
at First church, Los Angeles, was in- 
stalled on March 10, the charge to the 
pastor being given by H. C. Kendrick, 
of the University church, and the charge 
to the congregation by W. F. Richard- 
son, of the Hollywood church. B. C. 
Hagerman’ offered the _ installation 
prayer. The Los Angeles Tribune re- 
ports that “Mr. Daugherty, who preached 
his first sermon as pastor a week ago, is 
already popular with members of the 
church and large congregations have at- 
tended all services.” 


—It is reported that M. C. Hutchinson, 
of Fulton, Mo., has been called to Y. M. 

A. service in France, and sails from 
York this month. 


—Central church, Terre Haute, Ind., 
led by J. Boyd Jones, is uniting in evan- 
gelistic services with the Central Pres- 
byterian and Centenary Methodist 
churches. 


—At Capitol Hill church, Des Moines, 
Ia., was given two weeks ago a national 
defense community concert, the largest 
crowd that had ever filled the auditorium 
being present. The program was in 
charge of one of the field artillery bands. 


—W. B. Clemmer, of Central church, 
Rockford, IIl., is chairman of the com- 
mittee in charge of the campaign of 
union evangelism of the Rockford 
churches, and has charge of the publicity 
features. At Central church, Clark W. 


Cummings, of Janesville, Wis., who is 
serving as Camp Grant pastor at Rock- 
ford, is preaching this week, and one of 
the leading evangelists of the brother- 
hood will follow him, having charge of 
the services each evening up to Easter. 


—Walter E. Frazee, former Bible 
school leader in Kentucky, is now liv- 
ing in Rushville, Ind. He is superin- 
tendent of the Bible school there and 
his wife has a large young women’s class. 


—Mrs. Harry Munro and two children 
have returned from California to Alaska 
to be with the A. C. M. S. missionary 
“farthest north,” the heroic Harry 
Munro. 


—“The Youngstown Disciple” is the 
name of the new weekly paper published 
by First church, Youngston, O., L. G. 
s}atman, pastor. 


—Saginaw, Mich., church has fourteen 
stars in its service flag. 


—The record of the church at Old 
Union, near Lexington, Ky., for the year 
1917 is exceptional. The largest former 
regular budget was $450. Last year the 
regular budget was raised to $2,000, be- 
sides $2,000 extra for improvements. The 
minister’s salary was raised from $300 
to $850, and for 1918 it is $1,050. The 
Orphans home offering was raised from 
$12 to $118, and best of all there were 
150 additions to the church. M. W. Bot- 
tom is the minister. 
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DETROIT 


via the 


WABASH 


The Short Line from Chicago. 
sengers in the heart of the business district, 
within 5 minutes’ walk of the principal hotels. 


Ticket Office: 68 W. Adams St. 


Lands pas- 
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Are You a 
COOPERATOR? 


Our Part: We will accept 
Five dollars for 


four new subscrip- 
tions for the re- 
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“Awakening Songs,” is working hand in 


hand in the remarkable Evangelistic Campaigns being conducted throughout the 


country by “Billy” Sunday. 


victories in the 


This remarkable song book is adding further to the 


“Billy” Sunday Campaign 


that is awakening Chicago at the present time. 


and practical Gospel song book offered to church workers. 


“Awakening Songs” : 
The hundreds of thousands attending the “Billy” Sunday 


has already taken rank as the most satisfactory 


mectings have been aroused to the highest point of enthusiasm through the stirring words and music of these Gospel 


Hymns. 
“Awakening Songs” 


ried on after consultation with the successful song readers in every part of the country. 


is a book that meets conditions and requirements of today. The entire compilation was car- 


Both the new and old songs 


have since received the most grueling test in the “Billy” Sunday meetings, and have proved 100 per cent usful. Thus 


“Awakening Songs” 
country, 


is a book of Gospel music that is acceptable and adapted to religious bodies anywhere in the 
whether it be in the smallest hamlet or the great metropolis. 


RODEHEAVER 


Mr. Homer 
tion, as a leader of large religious bodies. 


A. Rodeheaver has embodied in 


“Awakening Songs” i 
He has had the great opportunity to study and know the various types 


the results of his practical work and observa- 


of gospel music which are best suited to evangelistic and other gospel work. 


Charles H. Gabriel adds his wide experience as a writer to Mr. Rodeheaver’s experience as a leader. 


Together 


they have produced a work that has no superior in the gospel music field. 


“Awakening Songs” 


Contains the most effective of the old solos, duets and quartets, including songs by popular writers 


of gospel hymns; 


nor have we overlooked the standard devotional hymns 





| 
| 
| 
| 


i 
| 





L 


The Rodeheaver Company publishes a full and com- 
prehensive range of Gospel Music and other books. You 
will find the following of timely interest: 


“Song Stories of the Sawdust Trail” 
By Homer A. Rodcheaver 
With an indorsement foreword by Rev. A. Sunday 
A wonderfully fascinating series of incidents resulting from the 
singing of a number of the songs as used by him in his evangelistic 
work. The stories will be very helpful to ministers, speakers and 
chorus directors, in making their sermons, talks and = services 
more effective. A splendid suggestion for a gift book. he songs 
are presented complete with the narrative connected with them. 
218 pages, handsomely bound in red cloth; gilt title, $1.10 per copy, 
postpaid 
“Rodeheaver Collection for Male Voices” 
Compiled and edited by Dr. J. B. Herbert 
A new collection of Sacred, Secular, Patriotic and Plantation 
songs arranged in a very pleasing manner. 160 pages in cloth, 30 
cents each 


Wm. 


“Rodeheaver Sunday School Songs” 

Rodeheaver Sunday School Songs. Especially compiled and 
edited for the Sunday School, containing more singable songs than 
generally found in two or three books. Single copy, 35 cents, postpaid. 

“Rodeheaver Collection for Ladies’ Voices” 

A_new collection of Sacred songs arranged for Ladies’ voices by 
Mr. Gabriel. 32 pages octavo size, nicely bound in paper, 35 cents 
each. 

“Rodeheaver Chorus Collection” 

For fine chorus work this will be found an exceedingly useful 
collection. Send for a copy for examination. SO cents per copy, 
postpaid. 





Anyone interested in the improvement of singing in his church may examine 
a copy of any of the bindings without charge by merely stating that he will return 
the book in good condition within fifteen days or will remit Ls +— price. In 
case a quantity order results from the examination no charge wi »¢ made for the 
sample copy. Ask for our catalog describing Rodeheaver’s full - ‘ot publications. 








so familiar to all. 


> 
“Awakening Songs” Facts 
In a Nutshell 
Compiled and edited by Homer A. Rodeheaver and Chas. H. 
Gabriel, 256 pages, printed from new plates, on better-than-usual 
paper, and very attractively bound. 
A department of Children’s Songs. 
A department of Chorus Selections. 
A department of Men’s Songs. 
A Gone of Invitation Hymns, 
A department of Devotional Hymns. 
A fine selection of devotional readings. 
All the old favorites of the “Billy” Sunda campaigns. 
Dozen of new songs that have been tested in the “Billy” Sunday 
campaign, and that have as yet never appeared in any book, round 
and shaped notes; the latter on bound in cloth and manila only. 


Cloth, $30.00; Limp, $22.00; Manila, $18.00, per hundred, not poepats. 

Single coy peo Cloth, $0.35; Limp, $0.25; Manila, 2. 

Complete Ore estration for 15 instruments, price $1.50 each, ili 
paid, or $14.00 for complete set. 


THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 


1093 Monon Building 693 Commercial Building 
CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA 
FREE EXAMINATION COUPON 








THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY: 

Please send me at once, carriage prepaid, one 
copy, of “Awakening Songs” for examination. I will either return 
the book in good condition in fifteen days or will remit stamps or 
currency in payment. 


Pic in sncccscnndinsnsienstsaatisariatiiienseeee 
(Street and No. or R. F. D.) 


Local 
Post 


Be sure to specify binding wanted. Cloth-bound is 35 cents per 
copy; limp, 25 cents, and manila, 22 cents. 


























